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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

Repeal of the corn laws. All England is occupi- 
ed with this great question. Tlie scheme of minis- 
ters isto adopt a fixed duty on imported corn, viz: 
wheat of 8s. sterling per quarter of 8 bushels, equal 
tv 22 cents per bushel of 70 lbs.; 5s. sterling on rye; 


> 4s. 6d. oa barley, and 3s. 4d. on oats. 


Connected with this scheine is another to lower 


: duties on foreign sugars, and by increasing the du- 
"S ties on timber trom Canada, in effect to lower that 
F upon timber from the Baltic. 


These measures all make up one scheme, and the 


| consequence is that it has carried the agricultural- 


ists, the ship owners, the East and West India pro- 
prietors, and not least, the anti-slavery interest to 
combine against ministers. The leading tory aris- 
tocracy, as the chief landed proprietors, are op- 
posed to a change in the laws that will bring foreign 
corn from cheap countries into competition with 
that raised on a soil which like the land of England, 
has to bear such a weight of taxation. The ship 
owners object to the increase of duty on Canada 
timber, and the anti-slavery people, and old co- 


ilonial slave owners, unite in declaring that the ad- 


mission of foreign sugars will ruin the free sugar 
colonies. 

Against this formidable array, ministers have the 
free trade people, and stronger than these, the hun- 


@ dreds of thousands of operatives in the great cities 


and manufacturing towns, whose first want is cheap 


E bread. 


On occasion of a petition presented in the house 
of lords, by earl Fitzwilliam, signed by 25,000 per- 


sons from Leeds, in favor of repealing the corn laws, 
@ the duke of Wellington made a speech against any 
pchanges, 


The main question upon the alteration of the corn 


4 laws will not come on till some time this month; 
but in the incidental discussion upon altering the 


} duties on sugar, the whole range of the subject is 















Ws, and sugar and timber duties. 


run through, and the leading minds of the nation are 
at work. 

This is undoubtedly «the word of fear” which 
ministers pronounced, when, as is freely charged 
not from any love for the measure, but for the sake 
of keeping their own places, they threw before the 
nation the proposition to repeal or essentially modify 
the corn laws. 

If defeated in parliament, it is said they have the 
permission of the queen to go to the people, and by 
dissolving the house of commons, take the chances 
Of a new election under the banner of free trade in 
corn, and cheap bread. [N. Y. Amer. 

The Philadelphia United States Gazette publishes 
he following letter, said to be written by-a gentle- 
man in London, whose official station gives him an 
Opportunity to see anu to judge, from which it would 
Seem that ministerial action is not to be seconded 
hough, ere long, the duties must fall: 

» May 17. We are iu great agitation here. 
have proposed an alteration of the corn 
And, although 


inisters 


Vor. X—Srze. 15. 


Mr. Fox and Mr. Webster 229; laste 5 Pp 


7| exactness? 


the first debate (which is on sugar) is not through, 
they know they will be beaten by twenty-five to 


27 | forty votes, and wish to resign; but the queen, who 


has an absolute antipathy to the tories, objects, and 
has refused to accept their tesignations. If they 
go out now, they will come in again in a short time, 
considerably strengthened. But if they pass the 
oor law, and then dissolve, their enemies, who 
vote for the law in the honse of commous, and op- 
pose it at the hustings, will beat thei in a new par- 
liament. But still the corn laws are doomed to a 
change before long. 
SOUTH AMERICA. 

Islands of the Pacific. Population in the Sand- 
wich Islands. What is the amount of the popu- 
lation at this time? Is it known with any degree of 
We suppose not. According to the 
census of 1836 it ainounts to 108,750. The census 
of 1832 gave 130,313, as follows, viz: 








1832. 1836. Cecr.in 4 y’rs. 
Hawaii, 45,792 39,364 6,428 
Maui, 35,062 24,199 10,863 
Molokal, 6,000 6,000 
Lanai, 1,600 1,200 400 
Kahoolawo, 80 18 
Oahu, 29,755 26,809 1,946 
Kauai, 10,977 8,934 2,043 
Niihau, 1,047 993 54 
130,313 108,479 21,734 


If these data are correct, they exhibit a decrease 
of 21,734, in the short space of four years. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
Express. The rapidity of the express convey- 
ing the president’s message east, is we believe, 
without a parallel. The foliowing is a statement 





the principal points on the route, leaving Washing- 

ton at 3 minutes before 12 o’clock, M. on Tuesday, 

Ist instant. 

Arrived at Baltimore 106, Left do. 
“ Havre de Grace 2 23, 
6 Wilmington 4 00, 
ot Philadelphia 5 15, 
“6 N. Brunswick 8 00, 
$6 Jersey City 9 01, 
6 New York 9 30, 
‘6 Boston 26, having been delayed 

three hours by a dense fog. 

The message was taken from Washington to Fre- 
derick, on the Baltimore and Ohio rail road, a dis- 
tance of 84 miles,in exactly three hours. The last 
twenty miles, from Mount Airy to Frederick, was 
run in 30 minutes, the last 6 miles in 7 minutes, 
and the last 3 miles in 3 minutes, (this last at the 
rate of 60 miles an hour!) 

On being received in Frederick, Messrs, Stock- 
ton & Falls sent an express with it to the west, to 
overtake the fast mail. 


1 30 


Camden 5 45, 





ConsvuLar. The president has recognized James 
Winthrop Andrews, esq. as consul of the republic of 
Venezuela for the port of Boston, and Duncan Ro- 
bertson, of Norfolk, as vice consul of Sweden and 
Norway for the state of Virginia. 

BounDARY LINE BETWEEN THE U. STATES 
AND TexAs. It is reported that by the line now 
being run by the two governments, seventeen town- 
ships would be sliced off the Red River district, 
Louisiana, aud added to Texas. 

NoRTHEAST BOUNDARY. Brig Motto, captain 
Forbes, employed to survey and explore the north- 
eastern boundary, cleared at New York on Friday, 
fur the river St. Lawrence. She carries out as pas- 
sengers, hon. Albert Smith, of Portland, commissa- 
ry; U. Goodrich, assistant commissary; Messrs. 
Richard A. Gilpin, William A. Waller, Edward R. 
Bell, Edward Anthony and John A. Munroe, en- 
gineers. 





LETTER FROM THE MINISTER OF THE U. STATES 
AT LONDON TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Legution of the U. 8. London, May 3, 1841. 

Sir: The arrival of the British Queen last week 

| brought the painful intelligence of the death of the 

president of the United States, at the seat of go- 

vernment on the 4th of April. I deemed it pro- 





Ber to commanicate immediately to lord Palmerston 


of the time at which the express arrived at and left. 


the melancholy event, and have the honor of for- 
warding to you copies of my note and his lordship’s 
reply. You will not fail to observe the manner in 
which the intelligence was received, and the feel- 
ing expressed on the part of the queen and her go- 
vernment. 

As the representative of my government and an 
American citizen, I also deemed it proper to as- 
semble such of my countrymen as were in London 
at ny house for the purpose of paying respect,te 
the memory of the chief magistrate, and expressing 
their sympathy under such an unexpected calamity. 
A copy of their proceedings I now transmit. They 
were pnblished, as you will see in the English pa- 
pers. I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, A. STEVENSON. 

DANIEL WEBSTER, esq. secretary of state. 

Mr. Stevenson to lord Palmerston, 
32 Upper Grosvenor St. April 29, 1841. 

My Lord: \t is with deep concern that I hasten 
to communicate to your lordship the painful intel- 
ligence I have just received of the death of Wrtt1am 
Henry Harrison, the late president of the United 
States, which tock place at the city of Washington 
on the morning of the 4th inst. 

In communicating this melancholy event, I feel 
persuaded that yourJordship and the British nation 
will not fail to participate in the general grief into 
which this sudden calamity has plunged the whole 
body of the American people. I pray yuur lordship 
to accept assurance of my distingnished considera- 
tion and respect. A. STEVENSON. 

Lord Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson. 
Foreign office, April 30, 1841. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the letter which you addressed to me on the 
29th instant, announcing to me the melancholy in- 
telligence of the death of general Harrison, the 
president of the United States. 

I have not failed to lay this communication before 
the QuEEN; and I have received her majesty’s com- 
mands to express to you the deep and unfeigned re- 
gret with which her majesty has received the pain- 
ful tidings of the sudden decease of the distingnish- 
ed individual who has been so recently elevated by 
his fellow citizens to the honorable and important 
post of their chief magistrate. 

I beg that you will bave the goodness to com- 
municate these her majesty’s sentiments to the new 
president and to his government, and to assure them 
that the British government fully participates in the 
grief which this unexpected calamity has caused to 
the American people. 

I avail myself of this oe ee to renew to 
you the assurances of the high consideration with 
which I have the honor to be, sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, PALMERSTON. 

DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES, 
To the editors of the state of Pennsylvania. 

Stepping into the capitol a few days since in or- 
der to see our members, they appeared to be a very 
respectable body of men. Looking a little inore mi- 
rutely I came to the conclusion that every mem- 
ber of both houses were dressed in English broad- 
cloths or foreign fabrics—if this is the fact, how 
much did it take to equip each member? Say on an 
average $100, both houses consists of 188 members 
making $13,300, however what e’er the precise 
amount may be, the gentlemen members sent it to 
foreign countries instead of encouraging Pennsy]- 
vania and her factories—members who thus deco- 
rate themselves at the expense of the state—does the 
act render them more economical more fit or com- 
portant to make pure wholesome domestic Penn- 
sylvania laws? 

What a contrast between our members and queen 
Victoria’s mother respecting national integrity; she 
making a present of acradle quilt to ‘her grand- 
daugiiter, it must be exclusive of English manufac- 
turing—our members,their cloathing must be of fo- 
reign manufacturing. ; 

Therefore for the honorand benefit of the state and 
the integrity of the people, it is to be hoped, that:no 
inember will ever appear in the legislative hails 
dressed in English Seberedoths or foreign fabrics. 

These remarks do not only apply to the members 
of the legislature. but they apply to at least nine- 
tenths of bev ay le of the state, all encouraging fo- 
reign countries by wearing their fabrics in prefe- 





rence to our own. 
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When standing before the glass adjusting these 
foreign fabrics upon our person, if we only had 
Pennsylvania blood in the body thus decorated, we 
wouid shrink back with indignation at the injury we 
have done, and are inflicting on the country which 
We are bound by every tye of honor and gratitude to 
support. In order, therefore, to retrace our steps 
and to come out heart and hard for our country— 
let us form ourselves into a grand society, that is, 
every man and woman, boy and girl within the pale 
of the state, to be a society within themselves for 
the promotion of domestic industry of every de- 
scription. 

he imports of clothes amounts to about 8 millons 
yearly—this is ‘ruly deplorable, lamentable, that we, 
men, citizens of the United States should so far for- 
get our love of country as to pay 8 millions yearly 
or our clothing instead of aiding our own factories 
which are languishing for want of our assistance. 
As the last 50 years of our government ended with 
“December, 1840, let us commence the present 50 
years as real friends to the country by using domestic 
clothing instead of foreign, and to live within our 
income. 

The imports of silks on an average amounts to 
about 16 millions yearly—the ladies are patriotic, 
possess too much love of country, not to retrace 
their steps and Jend their aid which is very power- 
ful in lowering the imports and furthering domestic 
industry—the day is not fardistant when our ladies 
will be more engaging and more attracting in their 
domestic calicoes, than those in their costly French, 
Italian or English silks. Why should it not be so, 
the former supporting their country, the latter sup- 
porting foreign countries—and it is to be hoped the 
day is not far distant when our ladies will dress 
themselves in domestic silks, and appear more en- 
gaging and lovely than they’ever did in foreign pro- 
ductions. , 

Agreeable to the late census, Pennsylvania con- 
tains 1,700,560 human beings; now supposing each 
cost only $10 for foreign fabrics which would 
amount to 17 millions yearly—were we only faith- 
ful to our own stale, and keep this amount of mo- 
ney among ourselves by employing our own people 
in place of foreign, in a few years it would not be 
poor Pennsylvania but it would be Pennsylvania 
against the world. ; 

The two candidates for the highest office in the 
state, which e’er succeeds, will for the honor of the 
state and his integrity, take the oath office of ina 


domestic suit of clothes manufactured in sume of 


his neighboring works. : 

Never was there in any age, more union of senti- 
ment more concert of action than is in that of we citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania in favor of foreign factories and 
mechanics—trem the highest citizen to the lowest, 
from the richest to the poorest, from the father to 
the sons, from the mother to the daughters, all as it 
were vieing with each other whocan wear the finest 
foreign fabrics, and send the most money to the 
subjects of the kings and queens of Europe. 

These kings and queens, especially queen Victo- 
ria, must laugh in their sleeves, and would even 
le « ont loud was it not against their interest to 
do so, at our credulity. No general ever had his 
ariny better trained than they have us in their fa- 
vor, and aguinst our particular interests. 

Let us then my fellow citizens throw off the fo- 
reign yoke, and come out boldly Pennsylvanians, 
each of us deterinined /o buy no more foreign goods, 
listen not to others but do your own duty, conse- 
quently our factories would come into existence, 
as by the power of magic, 

This communication has to contend against a 
powerful opposition but that is nothing, we will 
stick to the ship Pennsylvania as long as we are 

o buy, pay and wear domestic clothing. 
een ae W. McKNIGHT. 

The above communication was first inserted in the 
Harrisburg Keystone, with the remark: _ ; 

“The sentiments expresssed in the following 
communication have a smack of primitiveness* 
about them which perhaps do little to recommend 
them to the favor of modern political economists. 
But there are no doubt many of our leaders who 
will cheerfully respond to the doctrines of the writer 
and not less readily because of their resemblance to 
those of the wise and venerated Franklin.” 

[ Keystone, May 1st, 1841. 


eee 


Tue OneErpas. These red men, observes the 
Buffalo Journal, consummated an arrangeiment for 
the charter of the Fairport, at $550, to carry them 
to Kettle Creek, their place of destination, and left 
on Thursday last. Among those who have gone 
with this detachment, are the kindred of many that 


have “done the state someservice”’ in bygone days, | P 





*Primitiveness—siate of being original, antiquity, 
conformity to antiquity. 





Moses Schuyler, who had his 900 men under 
Winfield Scott, during the last war, was not the 
least conspicuous. A daughter and two grand 
daughters of the famous chief, Skenandoa, spoken 
of by col. Stone, in his sketch of Brant. One of 
these girls—and she has just attained that age when 
the female form assutnes its exquisite contour, sym- 
metry and elastic action—is allowed to be decided- 
ly the noblest specimen of the uncultivated Indian, 
now existing among the remnant of the Six Na- 
tions. She is represented to be the admiration of 
all the young chiefs, and the envy of all her female 
associates, yet timid and retiring as a young fawn. 

The agent also pointed out to us a chief whose 
age has been authenticated at 103 years. His name 
is Peter Somers, or, as he is familiarly called, 
*‘Good Peter.”” This old man is in full possession 
of his faculties, and quite loquacious. On the day 
on which the boat arrived, Peter got out at Black 
Rock and walked to the city, beating the tardy 
gaited canal craft haifa mile. His eagerness, he said, 
was to walk over and behold once more his old 
hunting ground and the little town of Tehosororon. 





Tue Senecas. Our Buffalo namesake is in er- 
ror as to the number of Indians in the service upon 
the Niagara frontier during the last war. There 
were never more than five hundred upon the war- 
path during that contest, and the majority of these 
were Senecas. They were moreover attached to 
the command of general Peter B. Porter, not to that 
of general Scott. Schuyler, by the way, is a very 
interesting man, has a fine head, and ought to have 
been painted before he commenced his journey to- 
ward the setting sun. There is yet another Schuy- 
ler, of the Oneidas, who refuses, we believe, to 
emigrate. He is one of the most interesting look- 
ing men we eversaw. His head is a noble study 
for an artist, and if Wilgiz, who has painted the best 
Indian yet exhibited in New York, will go up to 
the old castle ‘in the leafy month of June,” he may 
add another laurel sprig to the wreath of his name. 
We should like a copy. 

Skenandoa, whose descendants are mentioned 
among the emigrants, was not only a great buta 
good nan. He died in 1816, at the advanced age 
of about 110 years, and, agreeably to his own re- 
quest, was buried in Clinton, by the side of his 
iriend the missionary—rev. Samuel Kirkland, Ske- 
nandoa was once intemperate. One night, about 
sixty-five years before his death, being in atten- 
dance upon an Indian council with sir William 
Jobnson, in Albany, he became so intoxicated as to 
fall in the gutter, whence he was taken up in the 
morning. Stung with mortification, he vowed never 
to taste the “fire water again,” and he kept his 
pledge. Under the preaching of Mr. Kirkland he 
became an exemplary Christian, and died in the 
faith and triumph of Christianity. His funeral ser- 
mon was preached by the late rev. Dr. Backus, pre- 
sident of Hamilton college. We havea very elo- 
quent and touching speech of Skenandoa’s in ma- 
nuscript, for future use. 

Another interesting Indian mentioned as being 
among the emigrants, is Peter Somers, or “Good 
Peter,” or “‘Dominie Peter,” as he has been called. 
This worthy man has long been a historical person- 
age. His name appears in our revolutionary histo- 
ry. In the appendix to De Witt Clinton’s Histori- 
cal Discourse on the Six Nations, is the report of 
a speech of Good Peter, delivered at a council held 
in Albany, in 1789, which is one of the best speci- 
mens of Indian eloquence extant. The council 
was held by governor George Clinton, and the 
speech was reported by young De Witt, his secre- 
tary. The late eminent counsellor Samuel Jones, 
to whom, as a profound legislator, the state of New 
York was more indebted than to any other man, in 
the communication to the New York Historical 
society, spoke highly of Good Peter. In regard to 
the speech preserved by De Witt Clinton, Mr. 
Jones thought it not so good as one which he (Mr. 
J.) heard him deliver the preceding year at Fort 
Stanwix. Mr. J. preserved an outline of the last 
mentioned speech, though not the language. In 
the course of it Good Peter observed «‘that the avi- 
dity of the white people for land, and the thirst of 
the Indians for the fire- water, were equally insatia- 
ble; that the white men had seen and fixed their 
eyes on the Indians’ good land, and the Indians had 
seen and fixed their eyes on the white man’s keg 
of rum,—and that nothing could divert either of 
them from their desired object: and therefore there 
was no remedy—but the white man must have the 
land, and the Indian the keg of rum.” 

Looking into a volume of president Dwight’s 
travels the other evening, we noticed the following 
assage respecting ‘‘Good Peter,’’ which is alike 
interesting and beautiful: 

“While Mr. Kirkland was a missionary to the 
Oneidas, being unwell, he was unable to preach on 





———— 


a certain Sabbath, and told Good Peter, one of ii, [t | 


heads of the Oneidas, that he must address the 
gregation. 
After a few words of iniroduction he 


Con. & 
be 


my brethren,’ said he, ‘are the views which y,' | 
form of the character of Jesus? You will ’ 
perhaps, that he was aman of singular benevolenc, | 
You will tell me that he proved this to be his ch, 
racter by the nature of the miracles which he 
wrought. All these, you will say, were kind in th, ) 
extreme. He created bread for thousands wh, 
were ready to perish. He raised to life the sop of 
a poor woinan, who was a widow, and to whom }j, 
labors were necessary for support in old age. Are 
these, then, your only views of the Savioui? | ef 
you they are lame. When Jesus came into o,, 


world he threw his blanket around him, but the Go, i 


was within!” 

Doctor Dwight states that he received the ane. 
dote from Mr. Kirkland’s own lips; and we will «:. 
fy the whole American pulpit to excel this little j, 
lustration of the Saviour’s character, either in fore, 
simplicity or beauty. How little did preside; 
Dwight imagine, when penning this incident, thy 
a quarter of a century after his own decease, this 
same ‘Good Peter’? would be on the march wit 
the fragments of his nation for a new country in 
the great west! 

Union. We find in the Winchester Republica 
the concluding paragraphs of an address deliverej 
by the rev. Spencer H. Cone, during the sitting of 
the Baptist triennial convention in Baltimore. Th: —- 
Bible cause was before the body, and Mr. Con} 
was urging the importance of union in all works B 
benevolence designed for the diffusion cf Christa F 


Knowledge and the amelioration of the hua & 


family: 

“To the successful prosecution of this enterprix} — 
union is indispensable. Do soldiers, and politician — 
aud menof the world, appreciate duly the impo. 
tance of this principle, in their various spbere ¢ 
action? God forbid that they should continue tot: 
wiser in their generation, than the children of ligit 
are in theirs. In coming to this house to-day wy 


heart was deeply affected while I leaned upon th ‘ 
arm of a brothc7 and gazed upon the Calvert streiR™ 


monument, erected to the memory of the brn} 
men who fell at the battle of North Point, Septea F - 
ber 12,1814. The first names which my eyaf” 
rested upon were McComas and Wells; and inaf 
instant, the scenes of that memorable day wn} 
present. We belonged to the battalion of Shan f- 
Shooters, and were stationed in the edge of a woo, F 
some 5 or 6 miles frum the point; when one oftlef” 
videts riding furiously to head quarters, delivere! 
the stirring news that the British were landing bf © 
low us. The general immediately sent one o! bit 
aids along the line fur two hundred volunteers, inf” 
cluding forty Sharp Shooters, to feel the pulse «lf 
the enemy. As they stepped out, one after «iF 7 
ther, Wells said to me, I ain this day 21 years oli 
just out of my apprenticeship; I know I shall®} > 
shot, but I'll go with you—live or die. Wev Ft” 
vanced rapidly to ascertain the position of the ints} ™ 
ders, and were soon upon them; swift flew tty” 
leaden messengers, and one of the first was sel OF” 
poor Wells; it passed through his head, andy” 
faintly exclaimed, J am a@ dead man. Oh, nevty™ 
shall I forget the sound of his voice as he uttered} 
the words, nor the expression of his glassy eye, "| 
he looked up in my face—fell across iny feet, "| 
expired. 
«My brethren, shall men thus devote themsel'e | 
to their country, and follow their leader, wheth’|% 
to live or die, aud shall we not manifest equal ‘|| 
votion to the cause of the great Captain of ours} 7 
vation? Do we talk of union? . 


‘‘Baltimoreans! participators in the scenes | 
Sept. 1814, preach to American Baptists, I bese? 
you, on the nature and necessity of union. Rem 
ber the bombardment of Fort McHenry, as! 4 @ 
the opposite hill-top we watched the range of ae 
successive shell, and as it exploded, groaned "7 
wardly as though it were the death knell of 50 
brother in arms; remember, that full ten thous} 
men were at the same moment pressing wilh he . 
tile feet our native soil, and already within a!) 
miles of this devoted city; remember, that 48 tp 
prepared to meet them, how every avenue © 
miles around was crowded with women and na 
dren, flying for safety; then, when we saw the (10) 
from Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania ~~ 
to our aid, did we ask—*from what states 4° a 
come?” Did we pause to discuss domestic ins’ 
tions or local prejudices? No! the stars and at 
upon their floating banner bespoke a commo! ae 
try and a common cause; and to preserve the , 
American Eagle from the British lion’s p@¥* 








U 


ieteiiate ci tes 


_\ patentee 
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the afdent, the common purpose of every patriotic 
heart. We heard the immortal Washington, the 
father of his country, though dead yet speaking— 
united we stand, divided we fail; and shoulder to 
shoulder we breasted the storm of war. And shall 
we not much rather be uniled in wielded the sword 
of the spirit, which is the word of God; in obeying 
the commandment of Him who came not to destroy 
men’s lives, but to save them?”’ 

We Register the foregoing extract not only on ac- 
count of its wholesome spirit, but also in justice to 
the memory of the brave young soldier whose fate 
we deplored at the time his death was announced. 
From his boyhood we had marked his intrepidity. 
He was 2 native of Annapolis, which city has con- 
tributed as many, if not more martyrs to the cause 
of the country in both of the wars we have had 
with Great Britain, than any community of the 
sane number in the union. It was from Annapo- 
lig that SMALLWooD’s regiment marched to the 
front rank of Washington’s army and so gallantly 
sustained the brunt of the battle upon Long Island, 
establishing a reputation for the ““Maryland line” 
which never was afterwards questioned during the 
revolutionary war. In 1814 Mackubin and Miller, 
two of the very handsomest and most promising 
young men of Annapolis, forming part of a detach- 
ment of volunteers which, on ascertaining that the 
capitol was threatened, mustered and marched with- 
out orders to join general Wirder’s army at the 
Long-old Fields, were killed—both shot in the face, 
whilst posted at the right of the regulars and wait- 
ing for orders to fire upon the enemy as they ap- 

roached over the bridze at Bladensburg—Clande, 
a third member of that little detachment, died after 
the battle, of actual fatigue. He had a frame inca- 
pable of the effort required, but a spirit which did 
not allow him to calculate. WeELLs, inentioned in 
the above extract was one of the small squad whose 
fire was fatal to general Ross, the enemy’s com- 
mander-in-chief on the approach upon Baltimore. 
His father was commander of an artillery company 
and in battery at Annapolis when the fate of his son 
was communicated to him by the one who pens this 
paragraph. awe 

“I hope he behaved himself like a man,” was the 
first inquiry. ‘*There is :eason to suppose that it 
was a ball from his rifle that felled general Ross,” 
was the reply. It was consolation to the father to 
learn that his son had so distinguished himself, and 
he yielded him up to hiscountry like a true patriot. 
Tears trickled from his manly face as he turned and 
resumed the word of command, saying to his men, 
that he was only the more willing to encounter the 
coming foe; it was then supposed that the British 
were falling back upon Annapolis. 

THE ARMY. 

At Fort King, Florida, at the last date, 106 men 
were sick, out of 155 in the garrison. 

A letter to the Savannah Georgian, dated Gopher 
Hill, Florida, May 22d, says: ‘We have received 
the painful intelligence that the Indians have com- 
mitted a number of murders in the neighborhood of 
‘‘Ocean Pond.”” Upwards of an hundred head of 
catile have been driven off from Fort Walker. 
Their trail leads south. 

“I presume we are indebted to Alluck-tus-te- 
nug-gee for this lust visit. Three days since, four 
Indians made their appearance at Fort King, and 
asked for a wagon to bring their families in. This 
1s favorable, and if col. Worth succeeds in finding 
Hospitakee, the war must end the coming winter.” 





THE NAVY. 

National courtesy. Lieut. John S. Payne, of the 
U. 8. schooner Grampns, in a letter to the navy de- 
partment, under date of Porto Praya, March 12, 
1841, speaks in the highest terms of the courtesy 
extended towards him and his sick crew upon their 
arrival at the Cape de Verds. The sick were ad- 
mitted to the hospital and barracks without delay. 
The matter is noticed officially in the National In- 
telligencer, 

Official. Navy depariment, June 2, 1841. Intel- 
ligence has reached the wavy department of the ar- 
rival of the U.S. sloop of war Yorktown, comman- 
der Aulick, at Valparaiso, on the 20th March, in 
forty-three days frum Rio de Janeiro, all well. 

_ The Dale was expected to arrive at Valparaiso 
ina day or two, having parted company with the 
Yorktown on the 26th Febraary off Staten Island. 

The U. 8. ship Delaware, captain McCauley, 
destined for the ai tiiertunene station, was towed 
down to Hampton Roads on Friday, by the U.S. 
steamer Poinsett. 

We learn, that com. Morris, will shortly leave 
the navy board, and hoist his broad pennant on 
board the Delaware. 

Tribuie of respect. Minute guns were fired from 
the U. 8. brig Pioneer on this station, and her co- 


lors displayed half mast,on Wednesday at noon, 
as a mark of respect to the memory of commodore 
Alex. Claxton, late commander-in-chief of the U.S. 
naval forces in the Pacific. [ Balt. Amer. 
The Norfolk Herald states that lieut. Hunter’s 
experimental steamboat on the plan of the horizon- 
tal submerged wheel, has been taken by him to 
Washington, by order from the secretary of the 
navy. She left Old Point Comfort on Monday 
morning, having gone down the evening before, 
purposely during a strong easterly breeze anda 
heavy sea in the roads, to test the new plan in 
rough weather. 








MARYLAND COLONIZATION CONVENTION. 
During the late session of the legislature of Ma- 
ryland, a meeting of the friends of colonization took 
place at the seat of government, at which a resolu- 
tion was adopted calling a convention of delegates 
to be chosen from the various parts of the state, to 
convene at the city of Baltimore on the 3d of June, 
in compliance with which a large number of dele- 
gates assembled on that day in the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, Light street. On motion of J. H. B. 
LATROBE, esq. DanreEL Murray, esq. of Anne 
Arundel county, was called to the chairand Brantz 
MAYER, esq. of the city of Baltimore, was named 
as secretary, for the purpose of organizing the con- 
vention. 

Besides the delegates elected, the reverend clergy 
of the state were invited to attend and participate 
in the deliberations of the convention; and the fol- 
lowing gentlemen handed in their names to the se- 
cretary: 

Rev. bishop Waugh; rev. Dr. Henshaw; Geo. D. 
Purviance; E. Heimer; Mr. Musgrave; S K. Jen- 
nings; Mr. Guitteau; R. Emory; David Steele; Chas. 
B. Tippett; Mr. Shepheard; Mr. Burnap; Mr. Guest; 
Mr. Hamner; Mr. Peck; Mr. Backus. 

On motion of Mr. Tuck, of P. George’s, a com- 
mittee of one member from each county and from 
the city of Baltimore was appointed to recommend 
officers for the permanent organization of the con- 
vention, who reported the following names, and the 
convention was organized. 


President—Joun NELSON, of Baltimore city. 

Vice presidents—Rev. John Mines, of Montgo- 
mery; Otho Scott, of Harford; John G. Chapman, 
of Charles; Dr. A. C. Thompson, of Dorchester; 
gen’l Thos. Emory, of Queen Anne’s; gen’! Tilgh- 
man, of Talbot; Hanson B. Pigman, of Allegany; 
W.H. Tuck, of Prince George’s. 

Secretaries—Brantz Mayer, H. Davy Evans, of 
Baltimore city. 


After appropriate remarks from the president 
upon taking the chair, and a very interesting ad- 
dress from J. H. B. LATROBE, esq. president of the 
Maryland State Colonization society, who present- 
ed as from that body a printed communication tothe 
members of the convention, which was read—and 
on motion of Mr. CHAPMAN was referred to a com- 
mittee to consist of one for each county and one for 
the city of Baltimore to report what ineasures be 
necessary to be adopted. 


A resolution introduced by Mr. Yellot of Harford 
county for encouraging the Maryland Colonization 
Journal, and another appropriating the galleries to 
the ladies was adopted. After which the conven- 
tion adjourned until next tnorning, when Mr. Chap- 
man from the committee, which bad been meantime 
in session, reported as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred the commnu- 
nication of the board of managers of the Srate Colo- 
nization society, beg leave to report—that they have 
had the same under consideration, and have weighed 
the several matters therein suggested with the at- 
tention and care that their profound interest de- 
mands. As the board of managers justly remark, 
the subject of colonization in Maryland has possess- 
ed too long the sanction of the public, expressed 
abroad among the people, and recorded on the sta- 
tute book,—1io render it necessary now to argue its 
merils orits expediency. These being fully admit- 
ted,—and the prosperous condition of the colony, es- 
tablished under the auspicious of the state, being 
the best mode to be adopted to enable Maryland to 
avail herself of the advantages which the plan of co- 
lonization presents—nor can your committee doubt, 
that this can best be done, by awakening the people 
of the state to a proper sense of the importance of 
the subject by keeping their attention constantly 
alive to the necessity of prosecuting it,—and by pro- 
moting that commercial intercourse with the colony 
of Maryland in Liberia, which, more than any thing 
else, will, it is believed, tend to remove prejudice 
where it now exists, and bring about, at last, that 
voluntary emigration which, of itself, it is earnestly 
hoped, may be sufficient to accomplish the}purposes 





of colonization. 


With these views, your committee present here- 
with, several resolutions for the action of the con- 
vention. 


Before conclading their report, your committee 
would express particularly, their satisfaction with 
the system of independent state action pursued by 
the society. Whatever doubts may have originally 
existed as to the ability of a single slaveholding 
state, and one too, as sinall as Maryland, to estab- 
lish a colony sufficient for all the exigencies of co- 
lonization within her borders—these have been re- 
inoved by the success that has attended the colony 
at Cape Palmas—anu it has been clearly proven that 
there is no necessity whatever for that extraneous 
interference with subjects conneeted with the color- 
ed populatior of a slaveholding state, which, no mat- 
ter what may be its character or object, should, if 
possible, be always repudiated and prevented. All 
which is respectfully submitted, 

J. G. CHApMAN, chaifman for the committee. 


1. Resolved, That this convention look to the re- 
moval of the free colored people and manummitted 
slaves of Maryland with their own consent to Afri- 
ca, as the legititnate object of the colonization sys- 
tein. 

2. Resolved, That the idea that the colored people 
will ever obtain social and political equality in this 
state is wild and mischievous; and by creating 
aineng them hopes that can never be realized is at 
war with their own happiness and improvement. 

3. Resolved, That while it is most earnestly 
hoped that the free colored people of Maryland may 
see that their best and most permanent interests 
will be consulted by their emigration from this state; 
and while this convention would deprecate any de- 
parture froin the principle which makes coloniza- 
tion dependent upon the voluntary action of the free 
colored people themselves,—yet, if regardless of 
what has been done to provide them with an asy- 
lum, they continue to persist in remaining in Ma- 
ryland, in the hope of enjoying here an equality of 
social and political rights—they onght to be so- 
lemnly warned that in the opinion of this conven- 
lion the day must arrive, when circumstances that 
cannot then be controlled, and which are now ma- 
turing—will deprive them of the freedom of choice, 
and leave them no alternative but removal. 

4. Resolved, That the progress of the colonization 
enternrize under the direction of the state society 
has been thus far highly satisfactory—and that the 
present condition of the colony at Cape Palmas af- 
fords a happy earnest of the future prosperity of the 
Africo American commonwealth on the western 
coast of Africa, and that the same now offers a hoine 
for the free colored people of this state, more desi- 
rable than any other placein this country or abroad. 

5. Resolved, That the obligations of the people 
of Maryland, to sustain and cherish the colony, 
planted by their authority on the western coast of 
Africa, are of a sacred and binding nature, and that 
this convention recognise the same in their full ex- 
tent. 

6. Resolved, That the plan of independent state 
action with regamd to colonization adopted by the 
state society, pre-eminently recommends itself to 
allthe slavebolding states whose intetpst.and dig- 
nity alike require them to repudiate and prevent all 
extraneous interference with any matters connected 
with the subject of their colored population. 


7. Resolved, That the establishment of direct 
commercial intercourse between Baltimore and the 
colony at Cape Palmas is a matter of great impor- 
tance, and that the delegates to this convention from 
the different parts of the state, pledge themselves to 
aid the efforts that may be made in their respective 
counties to procure a regular packet to run between 
the two points. 

&. Resolved, That for the purpose of diffusing in- 
telligence, raising funds, promoting emigration, and 














cenerally, keeping alive that interest and active ef- 
fort in the cause of colonization, which circum- 
stances shew to be essential to the public welfare, it 
be recommended to the people of the state to form, 
for these purposes, associations auxiliary to the 
state society, in every town, village and neighbor- 


proved beyond cavil—it only remains to determine | hood. 


9. Resolved, That the delegates to this conven- 
tion will use their best exertions, to promote the 
formation of the auxiliary associations above men- 
tioned, and to procure in each county at least one 
hundred members tu subscribe five dollars annually 
for the purposes of the society. 

10. Resolved, That the board of managers be re- 
quested to aid forthwith, through their agents in the 
formation of the auxiliary associations in question, 
and to take measures to distribute through the state, 
as early as practicable, the information that has been 
laid before this convention. 


A very interesting debate ensued, in which Mr. 





Chapman, of Charles county, rev. Mr. R. Emory, 
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Mr. Carey, of Baltimore, rev. Mr. Mines, of Mont- 
gomery, Mr. Causin, of St. Mary’s, rev, Mr. Ken- 
nard, of Baltimore, Mr. Pigman, of Alleghany, Mr. 
Latrobe, of Baltimore, Mr. Gannt of Anne Arundel, 
Mr. Tuek, of Prince George’s, Mr. Stewart, of 
Mop ery, Mr. Giles, of Baltimore, the rev. Dr. 
Henshaw, and bishop Waugh, of Baltimore, were 
€ principal speakers. The convention adjourned 
for dinner. In the afternoon the discussion was re- 
newed.. Some modification of the resulutions was 
proposed and acceded to forthe sake of unanimity, 
after which the whole were adopted. Resolutions 
were then adopted to carry out the views thus ex- 
pressed, by instituting agents to visit the auxiliary 
societies—by.employing missionaries from amongst 
| nts. already established in the colony—by 
subscribing for the purchase of a regular packet 
ship to trade between the city of Baltimore and the 
colony—-and: by invoking the aid of the clergy of all 
denoininations in the state, in behalf of the philun- 
Aropic and Christian aim of this most important un- 
dertal ng: Thanks were returned to the proprie- 
house in which the convention bad been 
ated, and to the officers, &c.; after which 
tion adjourned sine die. 
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POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
THE TALLMADGE FESTIVAL IN NEW YORK. 
From the New York Express, May 27. 

The meeting last evening was not only largely 
attended, but a unity of feeling and interest con- 
tinued to the end. In all respects it was a gather- 
ing of political friends, and precisely such an as- 
semblage as will displease the opponents of the ad- 
ministration as much as it gives gratification to its 
friends. 

The elegant saloon of the gardens was thrown 
open soon after seven o’cluck. When all were 
seated, the number was about five hundred, good 
men and true, to all of whom the meeting was one 
of the most pleasant political gatherings they ever 
participated in in the city. 

The following were the officers of the meeting: 

Peg. ca Alderman Bruen, of the Fifteenth 
ward, 

Vice presidents—Henry W. Hicks, Adoniran 
Chandler, Peter S. Titus, M. M. Noah, Redwood 
Fisher, David Graham, Charles B. Tappan, Thos. 
A. Power, Jacob S. Baker, Robert Smith, Daniel 
Ullman, R. H. Winslow, J. Phillips Phenix, Shep- 
herd Knapp, Edward Sandford, Levi Cook, George 
W. Bruen, George 8. Doughty, Charles O’Connor, 
ree Drake, Burr Wakeman, Wm. L. Stone, 
Frederick A. Gay. . 

Commitiee of reception—Lewis Eaton, Edward 
Jenkins, Mortimer de Mott, C. Crolius, jr. William 
L. Morris, James D. Oliver, John J. Cisco, John 
Falconer. 


REGULAR TOASTS. 

1. The constitution of the United States—formed 
by American wisdom, sustained by republican 
laws, and defended by American,yalor. 

2. The memory of William Henry Harrison— 
drank standing and in silence, the band playing a 
death march. 

3. John Tyler in his elevation to the presidency 
—tuch as we lament the event which has produc- 
ed it, the wisdom of the Harrisburg convention has 
been signally illustrated. 9 cheers. 

Nathaniel P. Tallmadge—The man who dared to 
be honest in the worst of times. He has his reward 
in the affection of his friends and the confidence of 
the people. Received with six cheers. 

4. Our country—May all its business relations 
be improved, its wants reduced, and its comforts 
aula. 

5. The ship of state—shattered by the tempests 
of the last twelve years, yet we doubt not the abili- 
ty of the present crew to bring her safe into port. 

6. The governor of the state of New York. 

7. The national administration—its objects the 
welfare of the people and the stability of the govern- 
ment. 

&. Our foreign relations—Peace at every sacri- 
fice but that of honor. 

9. The army and navy—always able and always 
ready to respond to the calls of their country. 

10. The judiciary—The ark of our political safe- 
ty: palsied be the arm that would strike down its 
constitutional independence. 

11. The. states—their sovereignty and their 
union not incompatible. 

12. Agriculture, commerce and manufactures— 
The elements of national prosperity, equally enti- 
tied to the fostering care of the government. 

13. Our country women—the only tyrants Ame- 
ricans are not authorised to resist. 

At the.close of the toast in honor of Mr. Tall- 
madge, ‘which ‘was received with deafening: ap- 
plause, the honored guest rose to speak. His pre- 


has a public man been received with warmer demon- 
strations of welcome and applause. ‘1 rise, Mr. 
President and gentlemen, (said the speaker), to 
tender my grateful thanks for the sentiment just 
given—I do not flatter myself that I have done any 
thing to call forth such a_ demonstration as that 
which I have received, but I do feel that | have en. 
deavored to deserve your approbation. We have 
assembled upon the present occasion to congratu- 
late one another for the results of a victory growing 
out of a war waged upon the one side by the exe- 
cutive in behalf of executive usurpation, and op- 
posed on the other by the people in resistance of 
usurpation. 

I was one who aided in the elevation of the late 
executive, who was permitted to retire to private 
life. 1 was prepared to support him if he adhered 
to those measures which it was supposed would 
have governed him. I had seen in his illustrious 
predecessor what I believed to be some aberration 
of mind, and { was not prepared to see Mr. Van 
Buren follow in the footsteps of his predecessor. I 
had seen some of these aberrations. I had been 
witness to them. 

We all saw towards the close of general Jack- 
son’s administration some of those usurpations 
which grew up with the specie circular introduced 
before the close of the administration, by the sena- 
tor from Missouri,(Mr. Benton). That measure 
had been rejected by the senate, and yet it was 
persevered in by the executive. It was twice re- 
jected, and twice adhered to, even when sustained 
by the solitary vote of the senator from Missouri 
hinself, aided by Mr. Van Buren. It became very 
soon an executive measure. Mr. Van Buren came. 
into power in 1836. Had he carried out his inten- 
tions before elected, and rescinded the odious spe- 
cie circular, he might have gone again into the exe- 
cutive chair, as James Munroe did, almost without 
the show of opposition. I say without the show of 
opposition—and here I pay a deserved compliment 
to the whig party. They are a party who go for 
good laws, by whomsoever administered, and they 
care but little by whom administered. [Great ap- 
plause.] 

The extra session of 1837 was next alluded to. 
Mr. Van Buren then, said the speaker, brought 
forward a proposition condemned by general Jack- 
son, and condemned by congress, and the whole 
party before him, as a measure pronounced official- 
ly to be destructive to the fundamental principles 
of liberty, and subversive of its practices from its 
establishment down to that time—a measure pro- 
nounced to be one which exposed the treasure of 
the nation to the control of one hundred hands, 
when but one before controlled it. 

I have no fault to find with Mr. Van Buren for 
changing his opinion. ‘The complaint I make 
against him is, that he would not tolerate a uniform 
consistency of opinion, on the part of his friends 
—that he would not allow them to think as they 
had always thought before. He went to the peo- 
ple and the adininistration after the regular session 
was defeated. Regardless of this, when congress 
re-assembled at its regular session, the rejected 
inmeasure was persisted in, and again recommended. 
The administration was again defeated, and again, 
in the exercise of party discipline, the measure 
was adhered to. in 1838 the administration party 
was again discomfitted, and though the great and 
almost the only measure of the party was thus sig- 
nally opposed three times by the popular voice, the 
executive measure was clung to, the executive 
himself being determined not to bow to the popular 
voice. I-well recollect to have heard of a gentle- 
man that had to be twice introduced to a lady be- 
fore he could become acquainted with her; (laugh- 
ter). Mr. Van Buren was introduced three times 
to the popular voice, and yet he knew nothing of 
it until the people gave him permission to retire to 
private life. Had a public message been so treated 
by any monarch in Europe, he would have been 
driven from his throne. Charles the tenth, with 
his ministers, headed by Polignac, lost their coun- 
try fora less offence. Were any king of England 
to attempt to force such a measure upon the peo- 
ple, after having been three times or once rejected 
by parliament, the insult would not have been 
borne; and yet by our democratic president it was 
three times attempted in defiance of the wiil of the 
people. 

r. Tallmadge here left the past administration 
for the events connected with the late national tri- 
umph. We entered upon the campaign, said he, 
with a man for our chief, renowned for his military 
fame, and more renowned for his civil history. The 
revolution was more important to us than the revo- 
lation of 1800. It wasa pacific revolution, and one 
of the most iimportant ever accomplished. Witha 





gallant old chief to lead us on, we triumphed, and 


sence called forth a new welcome,-and rarely, ifever, | 


| 


the address which came from him, illustrating the 
principles of government, will last as loug as the 


‘government itself shall last. The good man has 


gone to his peace. A garland is wove to his me. 
mory, and immortality is his. In his death there 
has been an experiment made on our government. 
A new man has been called to preside over the 
councils of the nation. I know him personally, anq 
can speak of him by. personal observation. I was 
in the senate with bim, and I know him to bea 
man of a high order of intellect, of great purity anq 
independence of character, and one who intends to 
assume the responsibilities which the constitution 
has put upon him. I am authorised tosay from and 
forhim in regard to appointments to office, that 
when they belong to the executive department he 
does not interfere, but when they come frotn the 
executive he alone is responsible. [Applause.) 
The blame, if there is any, must fall upon him and 
nobody else. Mr. T.dwelt at some length upon 
this topic, and aliuded to the controversy in the 
convention which framed the constitution upon this 
same topic. In regard to removals from office, he 
said there must be more or less upon all occasions, 
when a new administration commenced. The late 
administration brought the people to the verge of 
ruin, and changes were demanded. I complain not 
of the applicants for office, said Mr. T. my only re. 
gret is that so many worthy men are doomed to 
disappointment. Men sometimes may err in their 
action. Mr. Tyler, in his remarks to me, to which 
I have alluded, said that errors might be committed, 
But whether there are faults to be found or not, let 
us indulge no illiberal feelings or private griefs by 
which we shall put in jeopardy those great mea- 
sures which should be carried out for the good of 
the country. [Applause]. 

Mr. T. next alluded to what would probably form 
the subjects of consideration at the extra session of 
congress. As 1 understand them, said he, and [ 
speak for no one but myself, they will be first, by 
way of example, and asa warning to all persons 
who may offend in like ananner hereafter, the re- 
peal of the sub-treasury bill. [Deafening applause. } 
[ will not discuss the measure—it has become nau- 
seous and disgusting to all. The manne: in which 
the bill had been brought forward only was alluded 
to, not omitting, of course, the agency of one branch 
of congress in disfranchising a state. You have seen 
the measure said the senator, practically in opera- 
tion in your city. My old friend, Stephen Allen, a 
very honest man, as receiver general, put his mo- 
ney in the very bowels of the bank in order to pro- 
cure a divorce of the bank. [Laughter and ap. 
plause.] 

The substitute to the sub-treasury bill was next 
considered and listened to with intense interest. 
Mr. T. first alluded to himself. Thongh not a mem- 
ber of congress when the old bank charter expired, 
he was epposed to the recharter. J] cannot, for 
want of time, give my reasuns at length for the past 
and present opinions I entertain. I went with gen. 
Jackson for the state banks. The whigs differed 
from us; but thinking differently they expressed 
their opinions frankly. They wished us to test our 
experiment, and gave us fair play; while the pre- 
sident, one of its friends, turned round and de- 
nounced the very measure he ha! endeavored to 
establish. Mr. Benton said afterwards that he had 
intended to destroy the United States bank first, 
and then the state bank system. One reason why I 
would not go back to this system now is, that the op- 
position would fasten upon it, agitate it, carry it be- 
fore the people, make a new currency question. We 
should have during such a contest no currency, no 
peace, no prosperity. The currency of the country 
would become the issue of political battles. I will 
not then have the state banks. What shall I do? 
Adopt the sub-treasury bill? I will take any thing 
or nothing in preference to that. What then is the 
alternative? Jt is the establishment of a national 
bank. {Immense and prolonged cheering.] [I shall 
go openly aud without any disguise for a national 
bank; for the best bank we can get. I will not be 
particulareven in my own judgment. I will go with 
the friends for whom I act, and who have placed 
)me whereI am. [Great cheering.] 

The next measure which I suppose ought to be 
adopted is the bill for the distribution of the public 
lands. This is one of the most important measures 
which can be produced. Its effect upon the stocks 
of the states will be most beneficial; it will improve 
the condition of the states. The objection to the 
measure that the present condition of the finance? 
demanded the expenditure for national defence, 1§ 
not a good one. Five millions distributed among 
the states is better than twenty millions in avy 
other way. What were we before those improve- 
ments, and what are we now? During a warasingle 
campaign would cost more than all our improve- 
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rsonal and real property of the state. 
upon Sr all tax upon New ork alone would 
amount to 500,000 dollars. Your improvements 
have increased: the value of this property twenty 
and a hundred fold; you do more in this way for de- 
fence than in any other, for nobody would feel the 
tax created. Let the money, then, be divided 
ainong the states. As a subject innate con- 
nected with this, Mr. Tallmadge spoke of the pre- 
emption bill. I have been, said he, in favor of a per- 
manent pre-emption bill, and always shall be.— 
(Applause-) But pre-eioption and distribution can 
o together, and the friends of both measures will 
be satisfied. Henry Clay was willing tog for the 
former with the latter. [The mention of Mr. Clay’s 
name called down great applause from the audi- 
ence.] I am, in general terms, in favor of the 
re-emption law, because I wish to take care of the 
fardy pioneers who dwell in the log cabins of the 
west. {Mr. Tallmadge spoke eloquently here of 
some incident in his own domestic life, connected 
with home and childhood. He spoke of his father a 
ioneer to the west, and of his fivesons, with whom 
fe opened the first light of the wilderness. The 
log cabin melodies were not forgotten, and some of 
the lines were quoted with fine effect.] 
“] knew by the smoke that so gracetully curl’d 
That the old log cabin was near, 
1 said, if there was peace for one in the world, 
The heart might find it here.” 

Another measure likely to come before congress 
was next considered, the general bankrupt law. Mr. 
T. said: I give only my own opinions of this mea- 
sure, and wil! not discuss it. I have been its friend 
from the beginaing. I believe the law a good one, 
and that it should be established in every commer- 
cial community. I think that the states should 
make bankrupt laws, and that the laws should be 
uniform in their character. The effect would be not 
the increase, but the limitation of the credit system. 
Congress, in my opinion, does not exercise its duty 
until itanakes this subject the law of theland. (Ap- 
plause). 

One other measure should be adopted—a resolu- 
tion to rescind the expunging resolution. (Immense 
and prolonged applause). In regard to this ques- 
tion, the discussion of which excited the most pro- 
found attention, Mr. Tallmadge said: In all my con- 
sultation before the expunge was adopted, [ op- 
posed the mutilation of the journals of the senate. 
i continued that opposition down to the time I was 
instructed by the legislature of New York, which 
followed in the footsteps of Virginia. I had never 
made up my mind to vote for the resolution until I 
was instructed, and having been brought up in the 
school of instruction, I did not feel at liberty to dis- 
obey; but had 1 known how my friends hated this 
doctrine, drawing others into it, but never putting 
it in practice, I never should have obeyed. In re- 
gard to the doctrine of instruction, I differ with 
some of the whigs. I would apply the medicine 
to those who have faith in it: Those who believe 
in the principle should be made to carry it out. 
[The position of Mr. Williams on the one hand, and 
Messrs. White and Foster, was cited to prove the 
sincerity of one set of men and the hypocrisy of ano- 
therin the doctrine}. 

Mr. Tallmadge spoke very briefly, only by way 
of allusion to three other measures. In regard to the 
late president Harrison’s family, he pledged himself 
!o go into the support of a resolution making a 
compensation. I hope to hear nothing of prece- 
dent, said he, and pray that such precedents may 
be few and far between. We have a precedent. 
When De Witt Clinton died, $20,000 was appro- 
priated by the legislature of New York for his fa- 
mily, and $20,000 was the sum recommended in 
one branch of the legislature, and it would have 
passed the other had not a two-thirds vote been re- 
quired. A precedent we have, too, in the legisla- 
tion of congress. When general Brown, a brave 
officer, died, general Harrison himself brought 


forward a bill to relieve his family. (Great ap- 
plause). 


In regard to a revision of a tariff, and the estab- 
nent of a tax, if not general, at least so far as 
to impose duties upon luxuries, Mr. Tallmadge 
thought there would be no question, at least to an 


an to supply the adequate wants of the govern- 
ent. 


One moment more, said Mr. Tallmadge, in con- 
clusion. With the president that we have at the 
head of the government, and with a cabinet that 
Will do honor to any party or any government, (im- 
mense applause), there is no danger. Let me ex- 
hort my friends of all sections, if there be sections 
of men, to indulge in no private griefs. If there 
should be quarrels, let them be considered as mere 
family quarrels, to be settled within the domes- 
"te circle, and not disturb the general good. The 





eat cause is best preserved by passing them over. 
Fret us give the opposition no opportunity to rejoice 
overus. Letthem bedisappointed. So far as my 
little influence and example may go, I pledge my- 
self that nothing shall be wanting to carry out the 
great principles and measures tor which we have 
been contending. ; 

After I shall bo gone through the extra session, 
for which I enlisted when I enlisted for the cam- 
paign, I shall feel myself at liberty to receive an 
honorable discharge. And whether I remain in the 
empire state, or seek a home in one of the log ca- 
bins of the west, J shall never forget the kindness 
manifested for me by my friends. 


DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE PRE. 
SIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
FROM THE DEPARTMERT OF STATE. 
Mr. Fox to Mr. Webster. 
Washington, March 12, 1841. 

The undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s envoy 
extraordinary and minister plecanerentin ys is in- 
structed by his government to make the following 
official communication to the government of the 
United States: 

Her majesty’s government have had under their 
consideration the correspondence which took place 
at Washington in December last, between the Unit- 
el States secretary of state, Mr. Forsyth, and the 
undersigned, comprising two official letters from the 
undersigned to Mr. Forsyth, dated the 13th and 
29th of December, and two official letters from Mr. 
Forsyth to the undersigned, dated the 26th and 30th 
of the same month, upon the subject of the arrest. 
and imprisonment of Mr. Alexander McLeod, of 
Upper Canada, by the authorities of the state of N. 
York, upon a pretended charge of arson and murder 
as having been engaged in the capture and destruc- 
tion of the steamboat ‘‘Caroline” on the 29th of De- 
cember, 1837. 

The undersigned is directed in the first place to 
make known to the government of the United States 
that her majesty’s government entirely approve of 
the course pursued by the undersigned in that cor- 
pondence, and of the language adopted by him in 
the official letters above mentioned. 

And the undersigned’is now instructed again to 
demand from the government of the United States, 
formally, in the name of the British government, the 
immediate release of Mr. Alexander McLeod. 

The grounds upon which the British government 
make this demand upon the government of the U. 
States are these: That the transaction on account of 
which Mr. McLeod has been arrested and is to be 
put upon his trial was a transaction of a public cha- 
racter, planned and executed by persons duly em- 
powered by her majesty’s colonial authorities to 
take any steps and to do any acts which might be 
necessary for the defence of her majesty’s territo- 
ries, and forjthe protection of her majesty’s subjects; 
and that consequently those subjects of her majesty 
who engaged in that transaction were performing 
an act of public duty for which they cannot be made 
personally and individually answerable to the laws 
and tribunals of any foreign country. 

The transaction in question may have been, as 
her majesty’s government are of opinion that it was, 
a justifiable employment of force for the purpose of 
defending the British territory from the unprovoked 
attack of a band of British rebels and American pi- 
rates who, having been permitted to arm and orga- 
nize themselves within the territory of the United 
States, had actually invaded and occupied a portion 
of the territory of her majesty, or it may have been, 
as alleged by Mr. Forsyth in his note to the under- 
signed of the 26th of December, ‘“‘a most unjustifia- 
ble invasion in time of peace of the perevery of the 
United States.” But this is a question essentially 
of a political and international kind, which can be 
discussed and settled between the two governsnents, 
and which the courts of justice of the state of New 
York cannot by possibility have any means of judg- 
ing or any right of deciding. 

it would be contrary to the universal yg of 
civilized nations to fix individual responsibility upon 
persons who, with the sanction or by the orders of 
the constituted authorities of a state, engaged in mi- 
litary or naval enterprises in their country’s cause; 
and it is obvious that the introduction of sucha 
principle would aggravate beyond measure the mi- 
series, and would {rightfully increase the demora- 
lizing effects of war, by mixing up with national 
exasperation the ferocity of personal passions, and 
the cruelty and bitterness of individual revenge. 

Her majesty’s government cannot believe thatthe 
government of the United States can really intend 
to set an example so fraught with evil to the com- 
munity of nations, and the direct tendency of which 
must be to bring back into the practice of modern 











war atrocities which civilization and Christianity 
haye long since banished. 


pwr 


Neither can her majesty’s government admit fora 
moment the validity of the doctrine advanced b 
Mr. Forsyth, that the federal government of the 
United States has no power to interfere in the mat- 
ter in question, and that the decision thereof must 
rest solely and entirely with the state of New York. 

With the particulars of the internal compact which 

may exist between the several states that compose 
the union, foreign powers have nothing to do: the 
relations of foreign powers are with the aggregate 
union: that urion is to them represented by the fe- 
deral government: and of that union the federal go- 
vernment is to them the only organ. Therefore, 
when a foreign power has redress to demand for a 
wrong done to it by any state of the union, it is to 
the federal government, and not to the separate state, 
that such power must look for redress for that 
wrong. And such foreign powers cannot admit the 
plea that the separate state is an independent body 
over which the federal government has no control. 
It is obvious that Such a doctrine, if admitted, would 
at once go to a dissolution of the union as far as its 
relations with foreign powers are concerned; and 
that foreign powers, in such case, instead of accre- 
diting diplomatic agents to the federal government, 
would send such agents not to that government, but 
to the government of each separate state; and would 
make their relations of peace and war with each 
state depend upon the result of their separate inter- 
course with such state, without reference to the re- 
lations they might have with the rest. 
Her majesty’s government apprehend that the 
above is not the conclusion at which the government 
ot the United States inteid to arrive; yet such is the 
conclusion to which the arguments that have been 
advanced by Mr. Forsyth necessarily lead. 

But be that as it may, her majesty’s government 
formally demand, upon the grounds already stated, 
the immediate release of Mr. McLeod; and her ma- 
jesty’s government entreat the president of the U. 
States to take into his most deliberate consideration 
the serious nature of the consequences which must 
ensue from a rejection of this demand. 

The United States government will perceive that, 
in demanding Mr. McLeod’s release, her majesty’s 
government argue upon the assumption that he was 
one of the persons engaged in the capture of the 
steamboat ‘‘Caroline:”” but her majesty’s govern- 
ment have the strongest reasons for being convinced 
that Mr. McLeod was not in fact engaged in that 
transaction: and the undersigned is heretpon in- 
structed to say that although the circumstance itself 
makes no difference in the political and intefnation- 
al question at issue; and although her majesty go- 
vernmentdo not demand Mr. McLeod’s release 
upon the ground that he was not concerned in the 
capture of the “Caroline,” but upon the ground that 
the capture of the “Caroline” was a transaction of 
ublic character for which the persons engaged in 
it cannot incur private and personal responsibility; 
yet the government of the United States must not 
disguise from themselves that the fact that Mr. Mc- 
Leod was not engaged in the transaction must ne- 
cessarily tend greatly to inflame that national resent- 
ment which any harm that shall be suffered by Mr. 
McLeod at the hands of the authorities of the state 
of New York will infallibly excite throughout the 
whole of the British empire. 
The undersigned, in addressing the present official 
communication, by order of his government, to Mr. 
Webster, secretary of state of the United States, has 
the honor to offer to him the assurance of his distin- 
guished consideration. H. S. FOX. 
The hon, Daniel Webster, &c. &c. &c. 


Mr. Webster to Mr. For. 

Department of state, Washington, April 24, 1841. 

The undersigned, secretary of state of the United 
States, has the honor to inform Mr. Fox, envoy ex- 
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of her Bri- 
tannic majesty, that his note of the 12th of March 
was received and laid before the president. 

Circumstances well known to Mr. Fox have ne- 
cessarily delayed, for some days, the consideration 
of that note. 

‘The undersigned has the honor now to say that it 
has been fully considered, and that he has been di- 
rected by the president to address Mr. Fox the fol- 
lowing reply: 

Mr. Fox informs the government of the United 
States that he is instructed to make known to it that 
the government of her majesty entirely oe the 
course pursued by him in his correspondence with 
Mr. Forsyth in December last, and the language 
adopted by him on that occasion; and that that go- 
vernment have instructed him ‘“‘again to deinand 
from the government of the United States, formally, 
in the name of the British government, the imme- 
diate release of Mr. Alexander McLeod;” that “the 
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States are these: That the transaction on acconnt df 


which Mr. McLeod has been arrested and is to be 
put upon his trial was a transaction of a public cha- 
racter, planned and executed by persons duly em- 
powered by her snajesty’s colonial authorities to take 
any steps and to do any acts which might be neces- 
sary for the defence of her majesty’s territories and 
for the protection of her majesty’s subjects, and that 
consequently those subjects of her majesty who en- 
gaged in that transaction were perforining an act of 
publie duty, for which they cannot be made person- 
ally and individually answerable to the laws and tri- 
bunals of any foreign country.”’ 

The pr dent is rot certain that he understands 
precisely the meaning intended by her majesty’s 
government to be conveyed by the foregoing in- 
struction. 

The doubt has occasioned with the president some 
hesitaticn, but he inclines to take it Jor granted that 
the wain purpose of the instruction was to canse it 
to be sigtiified to the government of the United States 
that the attack on the steamboat Caroline” was an 
act of public force, done by the British colonial au- 
thorities, and fully recognised by the queen’s go- 
vernment at home, and that consequently no indivi- 
dual concerned in that transaction can, according to 
the just principle of the laws of nations, be held per- 
sonally answerable in the ordinary courts of law as 
for a private offence; and that upon this avowal ot 
her inajesty’s government, Alexander McLeod, now 
imprisoned on an indictinent for murder alledged to 
have been committed in that attack, ought to be re- 
leased by such proceedings as are usual and are 
suitable to the case. | 

The president adopts the conclusion that nothing 
more than this could have been intended to be ex- 
pressed, from the consideration that her majesty’s 
government must be fully aware that in the United 
States, as in England, persons confined under judi- 
cial process can be released from that confinement 
only by judicial precess. In neither country, as the 
untemiena supposes, can the arm of the executive 
power interfere, directly or forcibly, to release or 
deliver the prisoner. His discharge must be songht 
in a manner conformable to the principles of law 
and the proceedings of courts of judicature. If an 
indictment, like that which has been found against 
Alexander McLeod, and under circumstances Jike 
those which belong to his case, were pending against 
an individual in one of the courts of England, there 
is no doubt that the law officer of the crown might 
enter a nolle prosequi, or that the prisoner might 
cause himself to be bronght up on habeas corpus and 
discharged, if his ground of discharge should be 
adjudged sufficient, or that he might prove the same 
facts, and insist on the same defence or exemption 
on his trial. 

All these. are legal modes of proceeding, well 
known to the laws and practice of both countries. 
But the undersigned does not suppose that, if such 
# case were to arrise in England, the power of the 
executive government could be exerted in any more 
direct manner. Even in the case of ambassadors and 
other public ministers, whose right to exemption 
from arrest is personal, requiring no faet to be 
ascertained but the mere fact of diplomatic cha- 
racter, and to arrest whom is sometimes made a 
highly penal offence, if the arrest be actually made, 
it must be discharged by application to the courts of 
law. 

It is understood that Alexander McLeod js holden 
as well as civil as on crimigal process for acts al- 
leged to have been done by him in the attack on the 
“Caroline,” and his defence or ground of acquital 
must be the same in both cases. And this strongly 
illustrates, as the undersigned conceives, the pro- 

riety of the foregoing observations; since it is qnite 
clear that the executive government cannot Inter- 
fere to arrest a civil suit between private parties in 
any stage of its progress, but that such suit must go 
on to its regular judicial termination, If, therefore, 
any course different from such as haye been now 
mentioned was in contemplation of her majesty’s 
governinent, something would seem to haye been 
expected from the government of the United 
States as liltle comfoitable to the laws and usuages 
of the English government as to those of the Unit- 
ed States, and to which this goyernment cannot ac- 
cede. 

The government of the United States, therefore, 
acting upon the presumption which it already adopt- 
ed, that nothing extraordinary or unusual was ex- 
pected or requested of it, decided, on the reception 
of Mr. Fox’s note, to take such measures as the oe- 
casion and its own duty appeared to require. 

In fis note 1o Mr. Fox of fhe 26th of December 
last, Mr. Forsyth, the secretary of state of the 
United States, observes that “if the destruction of 
the ‘Caroline’ was a public act of persons in her 

inajesty’s service, obeying the order of their su- 


made to the government of the United States 
by a person authorised to make the admission; and 
it will be for the court which has taken cognizance 
of the offence with which Mr. McLeod is charged 
to decide upon its validity when legally establis ed 
before it;”? and adds, “the president deems this to 
be a proper occasion to remind the government of 
her Britannic majesty that the case of the ‘Caroline’ 
has been long since brought to the attention of her 
majesty’s principal secretary of state for foreign 
affairs, who, up to this day, has not communicated 
its decision thereupon. It is hoped that the govern- 
ment of her majesty will perceive the importance 
of no longer leaving the government of the United 
States, uniformed of its views and intentions upon 
a subject which has naturally produced much exas- 
peration, and which has led to such grave conse- 
quences.” 

The communication of the fact that the destruc 
tion of the “Caroline” was an act of public force 
by the British authorities being formally communi- 
cated to the government of the United States by Mr. 
Fox’s note, the ease assumes a decided aspect. 
The government of the United States entertains 
no doubt that, after this avowal of the transaction 
as a public transaction, authorised and undertaken 
by the British authorities, individuals concerned in 
it ought not, by the principles of public law and the 
general usage of civilized states, to be holden person- 
ally responsible in the ordinary tribunals of law for 
their participation in it. And the president presumes 
that itcan hardly be necessary to say that the Ame- 
rican people, not distrustful of their ability to redress 
public wrongs by public means, cannot desire the 
punishment of individuals when the act complained of 
is 4g a to have been an act of the government 
itself. 

Soon after the date of Mr. Fox’s note, an instruc- 
tion was given to the attorney general of the United 
States from this department, by direction of the pre- 
sident, which fully sets forth the opinions of this go- 
vernment on the subjects of Mr. McLeod’s impri- 
soninent, a copy of which instruction the undersign- 
ed has the honor herewith to enclose. 

The indictment against McLeod is pending in 
a state court; but his rights, whatever they may 
be, are no less safe, it is to be presumed, than if he 
were holden to answer in one of the courts of this 
government, 

He demands immunity from personal respon- 
sibility by virtue of the law of nations, and that 
law, in civilized states, is to be respected in all 
courts. None is either so high or so low as to escape 
from its authority in cases to which its rules and 
principles apply. 

This departinent has been regularly informed, by 
his exceliency the governor of the state of N. York, 
that the chief justice of that state was assigned to 
preside at the hearing and trial of McLeod’s case, 
but that, owing to some error or mistake in the pro- 
cess of summoning the jury, the hearing was neces- 
sarily deferred. 

The ‘president regrets this occurence, as he has a 
desire for a speedy disposilion of the subject. The 
counsel for McLeod haye requested authentic evi- 
denee of his avowal by the British government of 
the attack on, and destruction of the Caroline,” as 
acts done under their authority, and such evidence 
will be furnished to them by this department. 

{t is understood that the indicttnent has been re- 
moved into the supreme court of the state by the 
proper proceedings for that purpose, and that it is 
now coinpetent for McLeod, by the ordinary process 
of habeas corpus, to bring his case for hearing before 
that tribunal. 

The undersigned hardly needs to assure Mr. Fox 
that a tribunal so eminently distinguished for ability 
and learning as the supreme court of the state of 
New York may be safely relied upon for the just 
and impartial administration of the law in this as 
well as in other cases; and the undersigned repeats 
the expression of the desire of this government that 
no delay may be suffered to take place in these pro- 
ceedings which can be ayoided. Of this desire Mr. 
Fox will see evidence in the instructions above re- 
ferred to. 

The undersigned has now to signify to Mr. Fox 
that the government of the U. States has not changed 
the opinion which it has heretofore expressed to her 


inajesty’s government of the character of the act of 


destroying the *Caroline.” 

It does not think that the transaction can be jus- 
tified by any reasonable applica‘ion or construction 
of the right of self-defence, under the laws of na- 
lions. It is admitted that a just right of self-de- 
fence attaches always lo nations, as well as to indi- 
viduals, and is equally necessary for the preserva- 
tion of both. But the extent of this right is a ques- 
tion to be judged Of by the circumstance of each 
particular case; and when its alledged exercise has 


ritory of a power at peace, nothing less thana clear 
and absolute necessity can aff8rd ground’ of justig- 
eation. Not having, up to this time been made ac. 
quainted with the views and reasons, at length 
which have led her majesty’s government to think 
the destruction of the Caroline” justifiable as an act 
of self-defence, the undersigned, earnestly renew. 
ing the remonstrance of this government against the 
transaction, abstains, for the present, from any ex. 
tended discussion of the question. But it is deem. 
ed propef, nevertheless, not to omit to take some 
notice of the general grounds of justification stateq 
by her majesty’s government in their instruction to 
Mr. Fox. 

Her majesty’s government have instructed Mr. 
Fox to say that they are of opinion that the trans. 
action which terminated in the destruction of the 
“Caroline” was a justifiable employment of force 
for the purpose of defending the British territory 
from the unprovoked attack of a band of British 
rebels and American pirates, who, having been 
‘“spermitted” to arm and organize themselves within 
the territory of the United States, had actually in. 
vaded a portion of the territory of her majesty. 

The president cannot suppose that her majesty’s 
government by the use of these terms, meant to be 
understood as intimating that those acts, violatin 
the laws of the United States, and disturbing the 
peace of the British territories, were done under any 
degree of countenance from this government or were 
regarded by it with indifference, or that, under the 
circumstances of the case, they could have been pre. 
vented by the ordinary course of proceeding. Al. 
though he regrets that, by using the term “permit- 
ted,”’ a possible inference of that kind might be rais- 
ed, yet such an inference the president is willing to 
believe, would be quite unjust to the intentions of the 
British government. 

That on a line of frontier sueh as separates the 
United States from her Britannic majesty’s North 
American provinces—a line long enough to divide 
the whole of Europe into halves—irreg ularities, vio- 
lences and conflicts should sometimes oceur, eyual- 
ly against the will of both governments, is certainly 
easily to be supposed. This may be more possible, 
perbaps, in regard to the United States, without an 
reproach to their governinent, since their institutions 
entirely discourage the keeping up of Jarge stand- 
ing armies in tite of pea-e, and their situation hap- 
pily exempts ther from the necessity of maintain- 
ing such expensive and dangerous establishments. 
All that can be expected from either government in 
these cases is good faith, asincere desire to preserve 
peace and do justice, the use of all proper ineans of 
prevention, and that, if offences, cannot, neverthe- 
less, be always prevented, the offenders shall stili 
be justly punished. In all these respects, this govern- 
ment acknowledges no delinquency in the perforin- 
anee of its duties. 

Her majesty’s government are pleased, also, to 
speak of those American citizens who took part 
with persons in Canaca, engaged in an insurrection 
against the British government, as “American pi- 
rates.” The undersigned does not admit the pro- 
priety or justice of this designation. If citizens of 
the United States fitted out, or were engaged in fit- 
ing out, a military expedition from the United States 
intended to act against the British government in 
Canada, they were clearly violating the laws of their 
country, and exposing themselves to the just conse- 
quences which must be inflicted on them if taken 
within the British dominions. But, notwithstand- 
ing this, they were, certainly, not pirates, nor does 
the undersigned think that it can advanee the pur- 
pose of fair and friendly disenssion, or hasten the 
accommodation of national difficulties, so to deno- 
minate them. Their offence, whatever it was, had 
no analogy to cases of piracy. Supposing all that 
is alleged against the:n to be true, they were taking 
a part in what they regarded as a civil war, and they 
were taking a part on the side of the rebels. Surely, 
England herself has not regarded persons thus en- 
gaged as deserving the appellation which her ma- 
jesty’s government bestows on these citizens of the 
United States, 

It is quite notorious that for the-greatest part of 
the last two centuries, subjects of the British crown 
have heen permitted to engage in foreign wars, both 
national and civil, and in the latter, in every stage 
of their progress; and yet it has not been imagined 
that England has at any time allowed her subjects 
to turn pirates. Indeed, in our own times, not only 
have individual subjects of that crown gone abroad 
to engage in civil wars, but we have seen whole re- 
giments openly recruited, embodied, armed and 
disciplined in England, with the avowed purpose © 
aiding a rebellion against a nation with which Eng- 
land was at peace; although it is true that, subse 
quently, an act of parliament was passed to prevent 
transactions so nearly approaching to public wal 
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é. bhe case of a civil war, arising from a disputed suc- 


Fexisting stipulations, on probable results, on what 
Fits own security requires, and on many other consi- 


‘the other, and to meet the consequences of such as- 
 F sistance. 


q however they be treated, if taken with arms in their 


= dinary use of language in the definition of offences. 
~ + A cause which has so foul an origin as piracy cannot, 


o any degree of respectability or tolerance among na- 
“tions; and civil wars, therefore, are not understood 
' to have such a commencement. 


the highest eminence in England, living and dead, 
+ have maintained that the general law of nations does 
 * not forbid the citizens or subjects of one government 
| Firoin taking part in the civil commotions of another. 
_ There is some reason, indeed, to think that such 
"7 may be the opinion of her majesty’s government at 
+ the present moment. 


® the conviction that it is important to regard estab- 


> government, any purpose of extenuating, in the 
) slightest degree, the crimes of those persons, citi- 
» zens ol the United States, who have joined in mili- 
_ lary expeditions against the British government in 
Canada. On the contrary, the president directs the 
~ undersigned to say that it is his fixed resolution that 
) all such disturbers of the national peace and vio- 
7 lators of the laws of their country shall be brought 
> to exewplary: punishment. 
> they are instigated and led on to these excesses by 
> Briush subjects, refugees from the provinces, be 
> deemed any excuse or paliation; although it is well 


of these disturbances on the borders are subjects 


> their citizens by all the motives which they are able 
> toaddress to them, on account of grievances, real 
> or imaginary. There is no reason to believe that 
7 the design of any hostile movement from the Unit- 
+ ed States against Canada has commenced with cii- 
|» zens of the United States. 
> purposes and such enterprises is on the other side 
7 ofthe line. But the president’s resolution to pre- 
+ Vent these transgressions of the laws, is not, on that 
account, the less strong. 


4 lished principles and practice of this government. 


on uncultivated. larda, in territories belonging to 
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‘tt may be said that there is a difference between 





eesion, or 8 protracted revolt of a colony against 
je mother country, and the case ofa fresh outbreak, 
+ the commencement of a rebellion. The under- 
ioned does not deny that such distinction may, for 
ertain purposes, be deemed well founded. He ad- 
its that a government, called upon to consider its 
own rights, interests and duties, when civil wars 
preak out in other countries, may decide on all the 
ireumstances Of the particular case, upon its own 


lerations. It may be already bound to assist one par- 
ty, or it may become bound, if it so chooses, to assist 


But whether the revolt be recent or long continu- 
ed, they who join those concerned in it, whatever 
may be their offence against their own country, or 


hands, in the territory of the government against 
which the standard of revolt is raised, cannot be 
denominated pirates without departing from all or- 


in its progress, or by its success, obtain a claim to 


It is well known to Mr. Fox that authorities of 


The undersigned has made these remarks from 


lished distinctions, and to view the acts and offences 
of individuals in the exactly proper light. But it is 
not to be inferred that there is, on the part of this 


Nor will the fact that 


worthy of being remembered that the prime movers 


of the queen, who come within the territories of the 
United States, seeking to inlist the sympathies of 


The true origin of such 


unt, It is taken not only in 
Conformity to his duty under the provisions of ex- 
isting laws, but in full consonance with the estab- 


The governinent of the United States, has not, 
from the first, fallen into the doubts elsewhere enter- 
tained, of the true extent of the duties of neutrality. 
It has held that, however it may have been in less 
enlightened ages, the just interpretation of the mo- 
dern law of nations is, that neutral states are bound 
to be strictly neutral; and that it is a manifest and 
ross Impropriety for individuals to engage in the 
civil conflicts of other states, and thus be at war 
While their government isat peace. War and peace 
are high national relations, which can properly be 
established or changed-only by nations thetnselves. 

The United States have thought, also, that the 
salutary doctrine of non-intervention by one uation 
with the affairs of others, is liable to be essentially 
re Seri if, while government refrains from in- 
erferance, interference is still allowed to its sub- 
Jects, individually or in masses, it may happen, in- 
deed, that persons choose to leave their country, 
emigrate to other regions, and settle themselves 


other states. This cannot be prevented by govern- 
Ments which allow the emigration of their subjects 
pret and such persons having voluntarily 
andoned their own country, have no longer claim 
> Its protection, nor is it responsible for their acts. 
uch cases, therefore, if they occur, show no aban- 


The government of the United States has not 
considered it as-sufficient to confine the duties of 
neutrality and non-interference to the case of go- 
vernments whose territories lie. adjacent to each 
other. The application of the principle may be 
more necessary in such cases, but the principle it 
self they regard as being the same, if those terri- 
tories be divided by half the globe. The rule is 
founded in the impropriety and danger of allowing 
individuals to make war on their own authority, or, 
by mingling themselves in the belligerent operations 
of other nations, to run the hazard of counteracting 
the policy, or embroiling the relations or their own 
government. And the United States have been the 
first ainong civilized nations to enforce the observ- 
ance of this just rule of neutrality and peace, by 
special and adequate legal enactments. In the in- 
fancy of this government, on the breaking out of the 
European wars which had their origin in the French 
revolution, congress passed laws with severe penal- 
ties, for preventing the citizens of the U. States 
from taking part in those hosilities. 

By these laws, it prescribed to the citizens of the 
United States what it understood to be their duty as 
neutrals, by the law of nations, and the duty, also, 
which they owed to the interest and honor of their 
own country. 


At a subsequent periol, when the American co- 
lonies of an European power took up arms against 
their sovereign, congress not diverted from the es- 
tablished system of the government by any tempora- 
ry considerations, not swerved from its sense of 
justice and of duty by any sympathies which it 
might naturally feel for one of the parties, did not 
hesitate also, to pass acts applicable to the case of 
colonial insurrection and civil war. And these pro- 
visions of law have been continued, revised, amend- 
ed, and are in full force at the present moment. 
Nor have they been a dead letter, as itis well known 
that exemplary punishments have been inflicted on 
those who have transgressed them. It is known, 
indeed, that heavy penalties have fallen on indivi- 
duals, citizens of the United States, engaged in this 
very disturbance in Canada, with which the destruc- 
tion of the Caroline was connected. And it is in 
Mr. Fox’s knowledge, also, that the act of congress 
of March 10th, 1838, was passed for the precise pur- 
pose of more effectually restraining military enter- 
prises from the United States in the British pro- 
vinces, by authorising the use of the most sure and 
decisive preventive means. The undersigned may 
add, that it stands on the admission of very high 
British authority, that during the recent Canadian 
troubles, although bodies of adventurers appeared 
on the border, mnaking it necessary for the people of 
Canada to keep theinself in a state prepared for self- 
defence, yet that these adventurers were acting by no 
means in accordance with the feeling of the great 
mass of the American people, or of the government 
of the United States. 


This government, therefore, not only holds itself 
above reproach in every thing respecting the pre- 
servation of neutrality, the observance of the prin- 
ciple of non-intervention, and the strictest conformi- 
ty, in these respects, to the rules of international 
law, but it doubts not that the world will do it the 
justice to acknowledge that it has set an example not 
unfit to be followed by others, and that, by its steady 
legislation on this most important subject, it has 
done something to promote peace and good neigh- 
borhood among nations, and to advance the civili@- 
tion of mankind. 


The undersigned trusts that, when her Britannic 
majesty’s government shall present the grounds, at 
length, on which they justify the local authorities of 
Canada in attacking and destroying the ‘*Caroline,”’ 
they will consider that the laws of the United States 
are such as the undersigned has now represented 
them, and that the governinent of the United States 
has always manifested a sincere disposition to see 
those laws effectually and impartially administered. 
If there had been cases in which individuals, justly 
obnoxious to punishment, have escaped, this is no 
more than happens in regard to other laws. 


Under these circumstances, and under those im- 
mediately cunnected with the transaction itself, it 
will be for her majesty’s government to show upon 
what state of facts and what rules of national law 
the destruction of the “Caroline” is to be defended. 
It will be for that goverrment to show a necessity 
of self-defence, instant, overwhelming, leaving no 
choice of means and no moment for deliberation. It 
will be for it to show, also, that the local authorities 
of Canada, even supposing the necessity of the mo- 
ment authorised thei to enter the territories of the 
U. States at all, did nothing unreasonable or exces- 
sive; since the act justified by the necessity of self- 
defence, must be limited by that necessity, and kept 
clearly withia it. It must be shown that admoni- 





“cnment of the duty of neutrality. 


“Caroline” was impracticable, or would have been 
unavailing; it must be shown that day light could 
not be waited for; that there could be no attempt 
at discrimination between the innocent and the 
guilty; thatit would not have been enough to seize 


it- | and detain the vessel; but that there was a necessity, 


present and inevitable, for attacking her, in the dark- 
ness of the night, while moored to the shore, and 
while unarmed men were asleep on board, killing 
sone and wounding others, and then drawing her 
into the current, above the cataract, setting her on> 
fire, and, careless to know whether there might not. 
be in her the innocent with the guilty, or the living 
with the dead, committing her toa fate which fills 
the imagination with horror. A necessity for all 
this the government of the United States cannot be- 
lieve to have existed. 
All will see that if such things be allowed to oc- 
cur, they might lead to bloody and exasperated war; 
and when an individual comes into the United 
States from Canada, and to the very place on which 
this drama was performed, and there chooses to 
inake public and vainglorions boast of the part he 
acted in it, it is hardly wonderful that great excite- 
ment should be created, and some degree of coimino- 
tion arise. 
This republic does not wish to disturb the tran- 
quillity of the world. Its object is peace, its policy 
peace. It seeks no aggrandizement by foreign con- 
quest, because it knows that no foreign acquisition 
could augment its power and importance so rapidly 
as they are already advancing by its own natural 
growth under the propitions circumstances of its 
situation. ‘But it cannot admit that its government 
has not both the will and the power to preserve its 
own neutrality, and to enforce the observance of its 
own laws upon its own citizens. It is jealous of its 
rights, and among others, and most especially, of the 
right of the absolute immunity of its territory against 
aggression from abroad; and these rights it Is the 
duty and the determination of this government fully 
and at all times to maintain; while it will, at the same 
time, as scrupulously refrain trom infringing on the 
rights of others. 
The president instracts the undersigned to say, 
in conclusion, that he confidently trusts that this 
and all other questions of difference between the 
two governments will be treated by both in the full 
exercise of such a spirit of candor, justice and mn- 
tual respect as shall give assurance of the long con- 
tinuance of peace between the two countries. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportuni- 
ty to assure Mr. Fox of bis high consideration. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 
Henry S. Fox, esq. &c. &c. §&c. 


Copy of instructions to Mr.Crittenden, enclosed in the 
above. 

Department of state, Washington, March 15, 1841. 

Sir: Alexander McLeod, a Canadian subject of 
her Britannic majesty, is now imprisoned at Lock- 
port, in the state of New York, under an indict. 
ment for murder, alleged to have been committed 
by him in the attack on and destruction of the 
steamboat Caroline, at Schlosser, in that state, on 
the night of the 29th of December, 1837; and his 
trial is expected to take place at Lockport on the 
22d instant. 

You are apprized of the correspondence which 
took place between Mr. Forsyth, late secretary of 
state, and Mr. Fox, her Britannic majesty’s minis- 
ter here, on this subject, in December last, 

In his note to Mr. Fox of the 26th of that month, 
Mr. Forsyth says: “If the destruction of the Caro. 
line was a public act of persons in her majesty’s 
service, obeying the order of their superior autho- 
rities, this fact has not been before communicated 
to the government of the United States by a person 
authorised to make the admission, and it will be for 
the court which has taken cognizance of the of- 
fence with which Mr. McLeod is charged to decide 
upon its validity when legally established before it. 

“The president deems this to be a proper occa- 
sion to remind the government of her Britannic ma- 
jesty that the case of the Caroline has been long 
since brought to the attention of her majesty’s prin- 
cipal seeretary of state for foreign affairs, who, up 
to this day, has not communicated its decision 
thereupon. It is hoped that the government of her 
majesty will perceive the importance of no longer 
leaving the government of the United States unin- 
formed of its views and intentions upon a subject 
which has naturally produced much exasperation 
and which has led to such grave consequences,” 

I have now to inform you that Mr. Fox has ad- 
dressed a note to this department, under date of the 
12th instant, in which, under the immediate in- 
struction and direction of his government, he de- 
mands, forinally and officially, McLeod’s immediate 
release, on the ground that the transaction, on ac- 





tion or remonstrance to the persons on board the 


count of which he has been arrested and ig ta be 
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upon pon his trial, was of a public character, plan- 
ned and executed by the persons duly prince Ue 
by her majesty’s colonial authorities to take any 
steps, and do any acts, which might be necessary 
for the defence of her majcsty’s territories, and for 
the protection of her majesty’s subjects; and that 
consequently those subjects of her majesty who en- 

in that transaction were performing an act of 
public duty, fur which they cannot be made per- 
sonally aud individually answerable to the laws and 
tribunals of any foreign country; and that her ma- 
jesty’s government has further directed Mr. Fox 
to make known to the government of the United 
States that her majesty’s government entirely ap- 
preve.of ™ arias pureed by Mr. Fox, ant e 
anguage im in the correspondence 
ahaek mentioned. . “ 

There is, therefore, now, an authentic declaration 
on the part of the British government, that the at- 
tack on the Caroline was an act of public force, 
done by wilitary men, under the orders of their su- 
periors, and is recognised as such by the queen’s 
government. The importance of this declaration is 
not to be doubted, and the president is of opinion 
that it calls upon him for the performance of a high 
duty. That an individual forming part of a public 
force, and acting under the authority of his govern- 
ment, is not to be held answerable, as a private 
trespasser or malefactor, is a principle of public 
law. sunctioned by the usages of all civilized na- 
tions, and which the government of the U. States 
has no inclination to dispute. This has no connex- 
ion whatever with the question whether, in this 
case, the attack on the Caroline was, as the British 

vernment think it, a justifiable employment_of 
orce for the purpose of defending the British terri- 
tory from unproved attack, or whether it was a most 
unjustifiable invasion in time of peace of the terri- 
tory of the United States, as this government has 
regarded it. The two questions are essentially dif- 
ferent; and, while acknowledging that an individual 
may claim inmunity from the consequences of acts 
done by him, by showing that he acted under na- 
tional authority, this government is not to be un- 
derstood as changing the opinions which it has 
heretofore expressed in regard to the real nature of 
the transaction which resulted in the destruction of 
the Caroline. That subject, it is not necessary, for 
any purpose connected with this communication, to 
discuss. The viewsof the government in relation 
to. it are known to that of England; and we are ex- 
pecting the answer of that government to the com- 
munication which has been made to it, 

All that is intended to be said, at present, is that, 
since the attack on the Caroline is avowed as a na- 
tional act which may justily reprisals, or even general 
war, if the government of the U. States, in the judg- 
ment which it shall form of the transaction, and of 
its own duty, should see fit so to decide, yet that it 
raises a question entirely public and political, a 

estion betweea independent nations, and that indi- 
viduals concerned in it cannot be arrested and tried 
before the ordinary tribunals, as for the violation of 
municipal law. If the attack on the Caroline was 
unjustifiable, as this government has asserted, the 
Jaw which has been violated is the law of nations, 
and the redress which is to be sought, is the redress 
authorised in such cases by the provisions otf that 
code. 

You are well aware that the president has no 
power to arrest the proceeding in the civil and cri- 
minal courts of the state of New York. If this in- 
dictment were pending in one of the courts of the 
United States, I am directed to say that the presi- 
dent, upon the receipt of Mr. Fox’s last communi- 
cation, would have immediately directed a nolle 
prosequi to be entered. 

Wuether, in this case, the governor of N. York 
have that power, or, if he have, whether he would 
feel it his duty to exercise it, are points upon which 
we are not informed. 

It. is understood that. McLeod is hoJden also on 
civil process, Sued out against him by the owner of 
the Caroline. We suppose it yery clear that the 
executive of the state cannot interfere with such a 
process; and, indeed, if such process were pending 
in the. courts ot the United States, the president 
could not arrest it. In such, and many analogous 
cases, the party prosecuted or sued, mustavail him- 
self of his exemption or defence by judicial pro- 
ceedings, either in the court into which he is call- 
ed, or in some other court. But whether the pro- 
cess be criminal or civil, the fact of having acted 
under public authority, and in obedience to the or- 
ders of lawful superiors, must be regarded as a valid 
defence, otherwise. individuals would be holden re- 


sponsible for injuries resulting from the aets of go- | 


vernment, and even from the operations of public 


war. 
You wil] be furnished with a copy of this in- 


struction for the use of the executive of N. York 


and. the attorh 


carry with you, ti | 
cognition by the British government of the destruc- 
tion of the Caroline as an act of public force done 
by national authority. 

The president is impressed with the propriety of 
transferring the trial irom the scene of the priuci- 

al excitement to some other and distant county. 

ou will take care that this be suggested to the 
risoner’s counsel. The president is gratified to 
earn that the governor of New York has already 
directed that the trial take place before the chief 
justice of the state. 

Having consulted with the governor, you will 
prveree to Lockport, or wherever else the trial be 

olden, and furnish the prisoner’s counsel with the 
evidence of which you will be in possession mate- 
rial to his defence. You will see that he have skil- 
ful and eminent counsel, if such be not already re- 
tained; and, although you are not desired to act as 
counsel yot:rself, you will cause it to be signified to 
to him, and to the gentleman who may conduct his 
defence, that it is the wish of this government that, 
in case his defence be overruled by the court in 
which he shall be tried, proper steps be taken im- 
mediately for removing the cause, by writ of error, 
to the supreme court of the U. States. 

The president hopes you will use such despatch 
as to make your arrival at the place of trial sure 
before the trial comes on; and he trusts you will 
keep him informed of whatever occurs by means of 
a correspondence through this department. 1 have 
the honor to be, Mr. Attorney General, your obe- 


dient servant, 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 
Hon. John J. Crittenden, attorney gen. of the U. 8. 





REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 
_ ON THE FINANCEs, &c. 

In obedience to the directions of the act of con- 
gress of the 10th of May, 1800, “supplementary to 
the act to establish the treasury department,” the 
secretary Of the treasury respectfully submits the 
following report: , 

1. Of the public revenue and expenditures, 

The receipts and expenditures for the year 1840 
were as follows: | 
The available balance in the treasury 

on the Ist of January, 1840, (exclu- 

sive of the amount deposited with 

the states, trust funds, and indemni- 

ties, and the amount due from banks 

which failed in 1837), was, as ap- 

pears by the books of the register 

of the treasur $3,663,083 60 

The receipts into the treasury dur- 
ing the year 1840 were, from 
Customs $13,499,502 17 
Lands 3,292,285 58 
Bonds of the Bank of 

the United States 
Miscellaneous and in- 


1,774,513 80 


cidental sources 283,258 23 
Banks which failed in 
1837 748,629 55 


Treasury notes issued 5,589,547 51 
25,187,736 84 








Making $28,850,820 44 
‘The expenditures in the same year 
were, for— 
CWil list, foreign inter- 
course and miscella- 
neous $5,492,080 98 
Military department 10,866,236 45 
Naval department 6,031,088 88 
Public debt 11,982 77 
Add outstanding war- 
rants issued prior to 
ist January, 1841 
Treasury notes redeem- 
ed, including interest 4,045,802 05 
27,863,475 41 


1,416,334 28 





— 





Leaving a balance in the treasury on 
the Ist of January, 1841, of 
The receipts from the Ist of Janu- 
ary to the 4th of March, 1841, were— 


987,345 03 


(say ) 
From customs *1,974,886 46 
Lands 386,148 56 
Miscellaneous and inci- 

dental sources 31,349 65 
Banks which failed in 

1837 18,000 00 
Treasury notes issued 

per act of 31st March, 

1840 1,110,611 08 


Treasury notes issued 
under act of 15th of 





February, 184] 678,681 32 





y general of that state. You will’ 
Sabo. authentic evidence of the re- | 
















~~ aa . . , : na ae 
Bond of the Bank of the ek 
United States 17,913 00 : 
. | 4,212,540 7 


Making, with the balance in the trea. 
sury, January 1,°1841 
The expenditures for the same period 
were— 
Civil list, miscellaneous 
~ & foreign intercourse $943,517 14 
Military department 2,278,097 11 
Naval department 759,349 60 
Public debt 3,612 70 
Treasury notes redeem- 
ed, including interest *617,590 09 


5,199,885 19 





4,627,166 6 


Leaving the balance in the treasury 
on the 4th of March, 1841 — 572,718 4 
The balances of appropriations outstanding on the 
4th of March, 1841, were—( Statement A) 
Civil, foreign intercourse and miscel- 





laneous $5.237,234 2 
Military p : ‘ 15,991,895 15 
Naval 6,910,268 69 


Public debt . alae 9 SS 

Treasury notes issued prior to the Ist 
of January, 1841, and outstanding 
on the 4th of March, 1841 

Do. issned under the act of 1840, from 
Ist January to the 4th of March, 
1841, which may, and most of which 
probably will, be presented in pay- 
ment of public dues during the year 
1841 

Interest estimated at about 


6.387 36 


8,873,220 00 


1,110,611 (8 
300,000 00 





$33,429,616 50 


Of this there will be required for the 
services of the current year 24,210,000 00 
Additional appropriations required — 

by the war department for the year 

1841, viz: 

Fortifications and works 
of defence $1,435,500 00 

For arinaments of forti- 
cations and ordnance 
stores 

For payment of arreara- 
ges & current expen- 
ses, and taking care of 
public property on 
roads, harbors, rivers, 
&e. 

For arrearages for pre- 
venting and suppres- 
sing Indian hostilities 


Making in the aggregate 








220,000 00 


40,199 12 


825,637 86 








Making 26,731,336 98 
The actual and estimated means 
under the existing laws to meet these 
demands are, viz: 
The available balance in 
the treasury on the 4th 
March, 1841,—-(See 


statement B) 646,808 12 
Treasury notes authoris- 

ed under the act of 

1840, issued after the 

8d of March, 184d 413,592 72 


Treasury notes autho- 
rised by the act of 
1841 to be issued af- 
ter the 4th of March, 
1841 

Receipts from customs 
estimated at 

Receipts from public 
lands 

Miscellaneous sources 


5,000,000 00 
12,000,000 00 


2,500,000 00 
170,000 00 








Leaving unprovided for,of the demand 
for the present year, the sum of 
There will aleo be receivable for 

public dues in the present year, or pay- 

able in 1842, treasury notes the issues 
of the present year, viz: 

Issned under the act of 
1841, prior to the 4th 
of March 

Do. do. 1840, after the 
3d of March 


$673,681 32 
413,592 72 


ad 





*T his item, and the item of expenditure for the pay 


ment of treasury notes from the Ist of January ' 


of March, 1841, include about $500,000 of treasury 
notes which were received at the department on 4 


count of customs during that period, but for which 
warrants were not issued until a subsequent period. 
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reh, and included 
_ the estimate of 


ways and means 5,000,000 00 





6,087,274 04 





Making an aggregate of debt and de- 


ficit, to be provided for in this and 
the ensuing year, of 


sumption that all the moneys in the 
public depositories can be at once 
made available, and that any and all 
of the demands upon the treasury 
can be satisfied, so long as money 
to a sufficient amount remains in 
any or all the depositories. But 
that is by no means the case; while 
the power to issue treasury noles ex- 
ists, there should be at all times, 
for the convenience of the ireasury, 
asum equal to $1,000,000 in the 
various depositories subject to draft. 
When that power is expended, the 
sum should be increased to not less 


than 


12,088,215 18 
This estimate is founded on the as- 


4.000,000 00 





Which sum, added tothe above, makes 
$16,088,215 18 


the estimated deficit 


But the undersigned feels it his duty to call the 


attention of congress to the more immediate de- 
mands of the public service, and the means by which 


those demands are to be supplied. 


The sums which will be required from the Ist of 


June to the 3lst of August next are estimated as 


follows, viz: 
For the 


payment of treasury notes 


which will falldue within that time, 


and the interest thereon, about 
Balance for taking the 6th census 


$2,756,900 00 


294,000 00 


For the civil list, miscellaneous and 


fureign intercourse 
Military service ‘ : ; 
Naval do. ° ; , ‘ 
Public debt 


Expenses of the extra session of con- 


gress 


Making about 


1,309,308 37 
4,591,098 00 
1,844,000 60 

6,387 00 


350,000 00 





The ways and means in the power 
of the treasury, and which will pro- 
bably accrue under existing laws, 


are as follows: 
1. Funds in the treasury 


(as per statement C) $644,361 16 


2. Treasury notes autho- 


rised by the act of 15th 


of February, 1841 1,505,943 91 


8. Estimated receipts 


from the customs 3,000,000 00 





Do. do. the lands 700,000 00 

Do. do. miscella- 

neous sources 50,000 00 
Making 


5,900,305 07 





And leaving a deficit of 


To which add the sum recommended 


to be kept in the treasury to meet 
any emergencies of the public ser- 
vice, Viz: 


5,251,388 30 


4,000,000 00 





Making an aggregate of 


9,251,388 30 


In another part of this paper the views of the de- 


of twenty-one years, the revenues 
constantly exceed the expenditures. 
The average annual surplus during 
that time was $11,464,226 87, (sve 
tables 1 and 2), making an aggre- 
e. excess of $240,748,764 27.— 

f this there was applied to the 
extinction of the national debt 
$208,792,127 44, and there was 
under the provisions of the act of 
the 23d of June, 1836, deposited 
with thetates $28,103,644 91, and 
there remained on the Ist of Janua- 
ry, 1837, in the treasury of the U. 
States, including the fourth instal- 


on due to the states, a surplus 
0 


due and falling due to the treasury, 
arising from other sources than those 
of the ordinary revenue, and which 
Were paid between the Ist of Janu- 


partment as to the mode of providing for the above 
deficit, together with the residue of the existing 
public debt, will be presented. 

From the year 1816 to 1837, a period 


17,109,473 26 
There were, also, ontssanding debts 





There were, also, issued within that 
period, and outstanding on the 4th 
of March, 1841, treasury notes to 


the amount of 5,648,512 40 





Making the aggregate available means 

which were in the treasury on the 

Ist of January, 1837, and which 

came into it prior to the 4th of 

March, 1841, over and above the 

current revenue 31,882,732 66 
From which deduct the amount (less 

the trust funds) remaining in the 


treasury on the 4th of March, 1841 572,718 46 





And there appears an excess of expen- 

diture over the current revenue of $31,310,014 20 

It is proper to remark that the entries on the 
books of the register of the treasury do not always 
show the true dates of the receipts and expendi- 
tures. An item involved in the above statement 
(table D) will serve to illustrate this fact. The 
sum of $512,136 47 was, on the 2nd and 31st of 
October, 1840, paid by the Bank of the United 
States on its last bond to William Armstrong, su- 
perintendent at Fort Gibson, by order of the secre- 
tary of war. Though this sum was in fact received 
and expended on those days, il did not find its way 
into the office of the register until the 4th of March 
1841, on which day it appears on his books both as 
a receipt and an expenditure. 

Thus and to this extent, within the last four years, 
were the expenditures pushed beyond the amount 
of the revenue. They were made to absorb the 
surplus in the treasury and the outstanding debts 
due to the United States, so that the treasury was, 
on the 4th of March, 1841, exhausted of its means 
and subject to heavy and itnmediate liabilities. It 
was already burdened with a debt incurred in time 
of peace, and without any adequate resources ex- 
cept the authority granted by law to augment that 
debt. 

As yet no provision has been made to reduce 
this debt or to check its constant and rapid increase. 
We find it, therefore, as far as past legislation and 
financial arrangement characterizes it, a permanent 
and increasing national debt. The temporary ex- 
pedients by which it has been sustained do not at 
all vary its essential character. 

The attention of congress is respectfully invited 
to the necessity of early and effectual measures to 
prevent its further augmentation. The obvicus re- 
medy is to increase the revenue as far as may be 
without unreasonably burdening commerce, and to 
reduce the expenditures within the limits of strict 
economy. 

But as it may not comport with the views of con- 
gress to go into a revision and adjustment of the 
customs so long before the act of March 2, 1833, 
comes to have its final and permanent operation, 
the undersigned would respectfully recommend, as 
a temporary measure, the levy of a duty of 20 per 
cent. ad valorem on all articles which are now free 
of duty, or which pay a less duty than 20 per cent. 
except gold and silver, and the articles specifically 
enumerated in the 5th section of the act of March 
2d, 1833. 

If this measure be adopted, it is estimated that 
there will be received into the treasury from cus- 
toms, in the last quarter of the present year, about 
5.300.000 dollars; in all of the year 1842, about 
22,500,000 dollars; and in the vear 1843, after the 
final duction under the act of March 2, 1833, about 
20,800,000 dollars. The details of this estimate 
will be found in the accompanying papez, marked 
E, and enclosures. 

It is believed that, after the heavy expenditures 
required for the public service in the present year 
shall have been provided for, the revenues which 


will accrue from that, or a nearly proximate rate of 


duty, will be sufficient to defray the expenses of go- 
vernment, and leave asurplus to be annually applied 
to the gradual payment of the national debt, leaving 
the proceeds of the public lands to be disposed of 
as congress shall think fit. : 

The general principles on which the final revi- 
sion of the tariff is to rest are perhaps simple and 
easy to be apprehended, but the work of revision 
itself, in its adaptation and detail, must be a work 
of time. It should be done on calm reflection and 
careful deliberation, with a view to reconcile, as 
far as possible, the conflicting opinions, and to pro- 
mote all the various interests of the whole people 
of these United States. And it may be important, 
in that adjustment, not on'y to reciprocate on fair 
and equal principles, and ina liberal spirit, the 
concessions which may be accorded to our com- 
merce by foreign nations, but also to do justice to 


Jour own citizens by meeting in a like equal spirit 








# po. do. 1841, to be is- ary, 1887, and 4th of March, 1841, any heavy exactions or prohibitions which foreign 
} sued alter the 4th of the aniount of (see statement D) 9,124,747 00] nations may think fit to impose upon tke importa- 


tion of our staple productions. 

Some legal provisions are also required to correct 
inequalities between the duties upon sagar and iwo- 
lasses, and the drawbacks upon refined sugar and 
rum, manufactured or distilled from foreign mate- 
rials. The relation between the duty and the draw- 
back was adjusted by the acts of January 21st, 1829, 
and May 29th, 1830, since which time the duties 
have been diminished, while the drawbacks remain 
the same. Anda provision of law declaring that 
all non-enumerated articles which bear a similitude 
to any enumerated article chargeable with duty 
shall pay the same rate of duty with the article 
which it most resembles, would save aq large sum 
annually fo the revenue, and prevent much an- 
noyance and litigation between the importer and the 
officers charged with the collection of the customs. 

Of the public debt. 

But it is not expected that any modification of 
the revenue laws will be operative to supply the 
immediate wants of the treasury, and to pay the 
debts which fall due in the present and in the ensu- 
ing year. A further loan is necessary to effect 
these objects, and the only questions that can arise 
are as to the mode of procuring the loan, the cha- 
racter of the securities, and the assumed duration 
of the debt. 

It would, in the opinion of the undersigned, be 
unwise to charge upon the commerce or the re- 
sources of the country, in any form the burden of 
paying at once, or at all hastily, the national debt. 
Before that is done, measures of restoration and re- 
lief are required. Thecurrency of the countr 
should be restored, and commerce and industry re- 
lieved from their present state of embarrassinent 
and depression, and a benign and liberal policy on 
the part of the general government should call forth 
once more the hardy industry and active enterprise 
- our people, and the vast resources of our coun- 

ry. 

If we assume the period of from five to eight 
years as that in which this debt can be paid without 
inconvenience and embarrassment—and the time 
appears to be short enough—we have one of the 
most essential elements on which to form our judg- 
ment as to the best and most convenient mode in 
which the loan can be kept up, and the credit of 
the government sustained. 

In the inception and during the progressive in- 
crease of a national debt, the issues of treasury 
notes, though cangerous and delusive, have yet 
their advantages. They need not be issued faster 
than the actual wants of the treasury require; and 
the power to issue any given sum is, for all effec- 
tive purposes of immediate expenditure, a fund in 
the treasury available to that amount. But, when 
the debt has acquired its maximum and ceases to 
accumulate, or when it becomes larger than the 
amnount necessary to be kept on hand to meet the 
current wants of the treasury, these advantages 
disappear. This mode of loan then becomes to the 
government what the sale in market of new proimis- 
sory notes, for the purpose of raising money to take 
up old promissory notes, is to an individnal. It is 
the issue of treasury notes to take up other treasury 
notes year after year in succession; and, under those 
circumstances, it is inconvenient and expensive. 

But the raising of money by the issue of treasury 
notes is objectionable, because it is deceptive; by 
this means a heavy debt may be raised and fastened 
permanently upon the country, the amount of new 
issues being involved with the payment of the old: 
while the people, and even those who administer 
the finances, may not be impressed with the iim- 
portant fact that a national debt is created or in 
the process of creation. 

Therefore, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
when a national debt does exist, and must continue 
for atime, it is better that it should be made a 
Sunded debt, according to our ancient financial usage. 
It is then sheltered by no cover, and is the subject 
of no delusion. It is open, palpable, true; the eyes 
of the country will be upon it, and will be able at a 

lance to mark its reduction or its increase; and it 
is believed that a loan for the requisite amount, 
having eight years to run, but redeemable at the 
will of the government, on six months’ notice 
could be negotiated at a much less rate of interest 
than treasury notes. Much expense would also be 
saved in dispensing with the machinery of the issue 
and payment and canceliing of treasury nutes. 

It is therefore respectfully recommended that a 
sum sufficient to pay the debt at present existing, 
and such as will necessarily accrue in this and the 
ensuing year, be raised on loan for the time, and 
on the condition above suggested. 

On keeping and disbursing the public moneys. 

The nndersigned would also respectfully itivite 
the attention of congress to the present mode of 
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keeping and disbursing the public moneys; and also 
to the subject of the creation or employment of a 
fiscal agent to be charged with the performance of 
these and other duties. The subject is one of 
great importance, both to the governinent and the 
coumunity. Such agent or depository onght to 
unite, in the highest practicable degree, the safety 
ol the public funds, and convenience and economy 
in their adininistration; and it should, if possible, 
be so selected or framed as to exert a salutary in- 
fluence over the business and currency of the 
country. 

The. mode of keeping and disbursing the public 
money, provided by the act of July 4, 1840, will 
be found, on comparison with that heretofore chief- 
ly used by the government, eminently deficient in 
all these essential requisites. The financial histo- 
ry of the United States, especially for the last 
twelve years, furnishes abundaut proof that the pub- 
lic money is unsafe in the custody of individuals, 
and that their official bonds are no sufficient securi- 
ty for its safe-keeping and faithful application.— 
Within the period above named many receiving of- 
ficers connected with the treasury department have 
become defaulters to the government. The aggre- 
gate loss from that cause within that period, as 
shown by the books of the department, amounts to 
$2,620,500, but a small part of which will probably 
be recovered froin their bonds. It is true that, in 
any system which can be adopted, some part of the 
public money must,in the process of collection, 
»ass through the hands of individuals, and be sub- 
ject totheir defalcations; but the act of July 4, 
1840, extends and continues the risk beyond the 
period of collection, and it subjects large masses, 
which, in the fluctuations of commerce, sometimes 
accumulate, to the same dangerous custody. 


Not only is the public money in the hands of in- 
dividuals more exposed to loss from ordinary de- 
falcations than when deposited in a well-regulated 
bank; but the government is also liable to the risks 
of fire, robbery, and other casualties, occurring 
either in deposite or transmission, from which it is 
entirely protected when a_ well-regulated bank is 
the depository and the fiscal agent. 


The present systein is also, in many respects, 
cuimbrous and inconveient. Its tendency is to 
centre the disbursements of the public moneys at 
some of the eastesn cities, chiefly at New York.— 
That being the great commercial emporinm of the 
United States, is the point at which funds are the 
most valuable, and, therefore, the most sought; 
hence those who are entitled to payments out of 
the public treasury claim them there. It is true 
there is a general discretion in the head of the de- 
partment to refuse or grant the favor of such pay- 
inents according to its convenience; but when the 
currency is deranged, and the premium on ex- 
changes is high, this discretion involves discrimi- 
nation to a large amount among creditors equally 
entitled, It then becomes a dangerous discretion, 
and one that ought not to exist. But, under the 
present system, it cannot be avoided, save in a few 
cases, without discharging every public liability at 
the most favored point. This would at once centre 
all the disbursements at a few of the eastern cities, 
and involve the treasury in the risk and expense of 
transporting the public funds from the various 
points of collection to the places of disbursement. 


An itetn of less importance, but still worthy of 
consideration, in settling on a permanent and eco- 
nomical arrangement, is the direct expense of the 
present system, including the cost of buildings for 
the deposite of the public money, and the salaries 
of the officers and their clerks who receive and dis- 
burse it. No portion of this risk, inconvenience, 
orexpense need to be incurred where a well-regu- 
lated bank is made the fiscal agent. 

But the present system is also, in the opinion of 
the undersigned, injurious to the business and cur- 
rency of the eountry. Instead of permitting the 
credit and the finances of the governinent to lend 
their indirect but efficient aid in sustaining the cre- 
dit and regulating the currency of the country, it 
brings into direct hostility those important interests. 
In the progress of the systeina sufficient ainount of 
gold and silver to supply the wants of the treasury 
ioust be withdrawn from circulation and locked up 
in vaults, leaving no representative to supply its 
place in the general circulation. 

A large amount, also, in the hands of those who 
pay to or receive from the treasury, is equally with- 
drawn from general circulation, and made to flow 
through those channels alone which lead into and 
outof the public coffers. The other avenues of 
commerce and intercourse are thus deprived of 
their proportion of the precious metals. 

Within the filty-two years during which onr 
constitutional government has existed, we have 
had, for two periods of twenty years each, a bank 








chartered by congress as a depository of the public | 
moneys afid as a fiscal agent. We have had, also, 
at two intervals, amounting to about nine years, 
state banks employed for like purposes; and, during 
the remainder of the time, the funds of the govern- 
inent have been kept and the finances administered 
partly by banks and partly by individual officers 
and agents. The losses sustained by state banks, 
as depositories, during the first period of gheir em- 
ployinent, extending from 1811 to 1816, agreeably 
to a statement prepared by the secretary of the trea- 
sury in 1833, and revised and republished in 1837, 
were $1,000.676. In the latter period, from 1833 
to 1837, though no actual loss is believed to have 
occurred, yet the treasury and the country suffered 
inconvenience and embarrassment from the fiscal 
arrangements with those numerous and disconnect- 
edinstitutions. But, during the forty years that 
the two banks of the United States were the depo- 
sitories of the public money and the fiscal agents 
of the government, no luss whatever was sustained, 
nor any delay or any expense incurred in transmit- 
ting or disbursing the public moneys, so far as the 
agency of those institutions extended. Then, as 
regards the wants of the treasury merely, the safe- 
ty of the public funds, and economy in their admi- 
nistration, experience has demonstrated the supe- 
rior utility of a bank constituted and adopted by 
congress as a fiscal agent. [t has also proved to us 
that the active business of the country, its curren- 
cy, its credit, its industry, and its commerce, are 
intimately connected with and dependent upon the 
financial arrangeinents of the general government. 
If they be wise and beneficent, they indirectly, but 
efficiently promote those great interests of the peo- 
ple; if constant and uniform in their action, the 
give to those interests confidence and stability. 

Since the removal of the public deposities from the 
Bank of the U. States, in 1833, the government has 
had no permanent fiscal agent and no definite finan- 
cial system. All has been experiment, transfer and 
change. The business of the country has yielded 
to the unsteady impulse, and moved forward with 
wild irregularity; at one time stimulated to excessive 
action, at another sunk into lethargy. And, in pro- 
viding for the wants of the treasury, it is surely im- 
portant to look, also, to the wants and welfare of 
the cainmunity, from the products of whose indus- 
try the treasury is supplied. 

And as regards those great interests, we find the 
testimony of past years is no less distinct and strong 
in favor of a moneyed institution chartered by the 
general government, and possessed of its confidence 
and credit. The period embracing the last ten years 
of the existence of the late Bank of the United 
States as the fiscal agent is fresh in the memory of 
us all, and is looked back toas a period of great pub- 
lic prosperity; and though other causes did, doubt- 
less, co-operate to produce thatfavorable condition of 
things, yet one of the governing principles on which 
depended the steady advance of the country in com- 
merce, in industry and in substantial wealth, was 
the existence of a fiscal agentestablished by the ge- 
neral government, and charged with the equaliza- 
tion of exchanges, and the regulation of the cur- 
rency. 

In the present condition of our country, the re- 
lief to be anticipated from such an institution can- 
not be immediate, but must be the work of time. 
The business of the country would, however, in the 
opinion of the undersigned, steadily and certainly 
revive under its influence. 

In whatever point of light the undersigned is able 
to view this subject, he is irresistibly led to the 
conclusion that such fiscal agent, so framed as to 
possess those important functions, is alike essential 
to the wants of the treasury and of the community. 
Such an institution should be framed with delibera- 
tion, for it must have high duties to perform, and 
extensive interests to protect and promote; and it 
should be granted with care, for it will be liable to 
great and dangerous abuses. As the fiscal agent of 
the government, and an effective regulator of the 
currency in a wide spread community, it should be 
steady and uniform in its action, and fixed and stable 
in its character. 


the country, it is important, as far as possible, to 
obviate objections and reconcile opinion. 
If such an institution can be so conceived in prin. 
ciple and guarded in its details as to remove ajj 
scruples touching the question of constitutional 

ower, and thas avoid the objections which have 
een urged against those heretofore created by con. 
gress, it will, in the opinion of the undersigned 
produce the happiest results, and confer lasting and 
important benefits on the country. 

he undersigned, therefore, respectfully recom. 

mends the creation of such fiscal agent, and the re. 
peal of the act of July 4th, 1840, providing «fo, 
the collection, safe-keeping, transfer and disburse. 
ment of the public revenue,” except the penal pro. 
visions thereof, which will sealable require reyj. 
sion and modification. All which is respectfully 
submitted. T. EWING, sec. of the treasury, 
Treasury department, June 2, 1841. 





FROM THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 
Department of war, May 31, 1841. 

Srr: [ propose to bring to your notice, at the pre. 
sent time only such matters confided to the superin. 
tendence of the department of war as, from their na- 
ture or alg emergency, or from the general 
interest they excite, you may deem proper to com- 
aay for the information of congress and the 

ublic. 

r Although the inspections directed since the ad- 
journment of congress have been tnade with the 
greatest promptness, and furnish an extensive body 
of information in regard to the state of the public 
defences, as well as to the discipline and efficiency 
of the army, and bear full and satisfactory testimony 
to the importance of the inspector’s department, yet, 
from the limited time allowed, and the immense ex. 
tent of territory over which the numerous establish- 
nents connected with the military service are dis- 
tributed, the inspections are necessarily incomplete; 
and it is therefore not designed to notice all the con- 
siderations suggested by the inforination they afford 
until a future occasion. 

an the general condition and disposition of the 
army there has been no material change since the 
last annual report froin this department. The regu- 
lar force stationed in Fiorida, consisting of eight re- 
gimnents, and numbering, in the aggregate, by the 
last returns, five thousand and fifty-seven, it has 
been found expedient to continue in service in that 
territory. 

A few incursions by small detatchments of our 
troops into the fastness of the enemy, by which 
their atrocities have been signally visited upon their 
own heads, have been the only exceptions to the 
general cessation of hostilities which took place last 
fall, soon aiter the regiments, reinforced by new re- 
cruits and provided with every necessary supply, 
were prepared for active operations; nor have they 
been renewed since that time. Offers to negotiate 
from several chiefs, the device by which those crafty 
warriors have so often baffled our arins at the period 
inost propitious to success, were renewed under 
such circumstances as induced the commanding ge- 
neral once more to embrace them. The strongest 
confidence appears to have been felt that, with the 
aid of a suitable amount of funds, applicable to that 
object, the whole of the hostile banas might soon be 
pursuaded to surrender, and abandon the country. 
This line of policy, though tardy in its results, con- 
tinued to hold out such hopes of comple success a3 
to encourage the late administration in the belief 
that this protracted war had at last been brought so 
near a close as to be no longer asubject of particular 
interest or anxiety. For these reasons it was rot 
thought expedient to check or interrupt the negotia- 
tions in progress on the 4th of March last, by direct- 
ing a different node of operations. The result $0 
far, since the negotiations were renewed in the fall, 
has been the surrender of four hundred and thirty- 
one Indians, including about one hundred warriors, 
ail of whom have been transported to the country 
assigned them, west of the Mississippi. Some ex- 
pectation is still indulged by the officer in command 
that the remaining bands which have so long in- 
fested the upper and northern districts of the penin- 


The undersigned has no doubt of the power of|sula will surrender in a short time; but I regret to 


congress to create such an institution. Experience 
has proved its necessity to carry out other expressly 
granted powers; it has been exercised and recog- 
nised by the legislative and executive departinents 
of the government during four-fifths of the whole 
period of our national existence, and it has receiv- 
ed the uniform sanction of our highest judicial tri- 
bunal, 

Yet that power has been questioned by many 
wise and patriotic statesmen whose opinions are en- 
titled to consideration and respect; and in a measure 
like this of high political import, which, if wisely 
conceived and cordiallv concurred in, must have a 


state that but little hope can be justly cherished that 
this unhappy and wasteful war, which has already 
cost so greata number of valnable ligtes, and so 
many millions of public treasure, will be terminated 
without still further sacrifices. It appears that, after 
six months of negotiation, no access has been had 
to the principal and most powerful chief, or to any 
of his followers. Directions have accordingly been 
given for the most energeti¢ and effective prosecu- 
tion of the war the moment further negotiations 
shall appear to be useless. Steps have also been 








great aud enduring influence on the prosperity of 
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taken to increase the efficacy of the means now at 
the disposal of the officer in command; and, in the 
mean time, the retrenchment of every expenditure 
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ected with the service, for purposes not essen- 
f n Indian warfare, has been earnestly enjoined. 
FP’ rhe many weighty consideralions which invite 
: e jinmediate attention of congress to the subject of 
1e public defences generally, and particularly to 
e works absolutely necessary to the security of 
ur great commercial. emporiuins, and the keys to 
sur most valuable resources, of every kind must be 
, generally understood and appreciated that no- 
hing this department can urge could add any thing 
o their force and conclusiveness. To say nothing of 
he destruction of property, and our weakened con- 
jition in a military point of view, attendant upon 
he carrying of any of our most assailable points, 
he penetration of our territory and the seizure of 
sven one of our strong holds by a powerful enemy 

on the sudden outbreak of war, it would seem 
o be equally the dictate of patriotism and wisdom 
o make due provision against the infliction of such 
nsults to the national honor and character. 

It has been urged as an objection to the further 
rogress of the works heretofore projected for the 
lelence of our extensive sea coast, that the recent 
experiments in the use of steam power in ocean 
navigation, and the ready application of the same 
owerful agent to the defence of our principal har- 

hors, together with the late inventions in the means 
of increasing the destructiveness of shells, must 
Tsoon introduce an entire change in the system of 
coast defence, as well as maritime war in general. 
It is true that the mental activity, characteristic of 
the age in every other art and science, has not been 
jess {ruitful in suggesting itnprovements in the art 
of war, the value of some of which has already been 
tested in practice, and doubtless others will, in time, 

/® prove equally successful. In no department of pub- 
‘ic affairs may the natural connexion and depen- 
dence between all the sciences and inventions of 

> art be more beneficially illustrated than in the im- 
> provement of the ineans of national defence. That 

the cause Of humanity will be promoted in propor- 
tion as the existing systems and means of defensive 

» warfare are perfected by new improvements, in af- 
> jording to all nations greater security to the inde- 
> pendent enjoyment of their own acquisitions and 

* torms of society and government; in putting the 
| weak upon a more equal footing with the strong; 
~ in rendering wars less frequent, and allowing all 
| the arts of peace to flourish in uninterrupted vigor, 
> cannot be doubted. It is a source of much gratifi- 
' cation to observe that several gentlemen of. high 
professional distinction in the armny are employing 
theinselves in these appropriate studies. But while, 
in carrying forward the plans devised in former 
years, due regard should be had to the improve- 
meuts already introduced in the means of defence, 
and, as far as practicable, to such modifications as 
inay be rendered necessary by future discoveries, 
we must take care, by the most efficient applicatjon 
of the means already known and approved, not to 
lose the advantage of present security. 

The array of well autenticated facts and results 
of past experience, and the well sustained reason- 
lng founded upon them, exhibited in the report of 
the board of officers referred to in the accompany- 
ing letter of the chief of the corps of engineers, ap- 
pear to be conclusive in favor of completing the 
systein of defence therein recommended, so far, at 
least, as to place the country in what is denominat- 
éd a good state of defensive preparation against any 
sudden vecurrence of war. To this extent the com- 
pletion of the works heretofore projected may be re- 
garded as indispensable, however defective they 
inay be as a perfect systein of national defence. It 
will be seen from the estimates stated in the report 
alluded to, that to effect that object will require an 
appropriation of $9,693,547 upon the fortifications, 
and $2,493,000 for the armaments; making together 
the sum of $12,186,547. The obligation of the go- 
verninent to apply this sum to the objects conlem- 
plated as speedily as the nature and due permanence 
of the several constructions will admit, is rendered 
iinperative and absolute by every consideration of 
public safety and public honor, 

It is estimated by the chief engineer that the 
suin of $1,435,500 can be judiciously and most bene- 
ficially applied upon these essential works, of de- 
lence during the remainder of the present year, in 
addition to the appropriations heretofore made for 
the same objects. The expenditures in this branch 
of the service have been inore considerable in the 
Current quarter than usual, and hence the additional 
appropriations asked for are larger than they would 

ave been under ordinary circumstances. How 
this has happened will be explained by tire fact, 
that, soon alter the accession of your immediate 
and lamented predecessor, all the means at the dis- 
posal of this department were directed to be em- 
ployed upon the fortifications and other works for 
the protection of the Atlantic frontier, in the manner 
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‘whole of the resources at the disposal of this depart- 


plied to such untinished works as could be made 


sible efficiency in the shortest time. This course 
appeared to be called for by the unsettled and threat- 
ening aspect of our foreign relations. While the 


ment for this service were thus ordered to be ap- 


available, in whole or in part, in a reasonable time, 
itis proper to state, in this connexion, that direc- 
tions were at the saine time given tu supply, with- 
out delay, the works already completed with their 
dh io armament. : | 
he ap gg veg and liberality with which the 
governor of New York and the commissicner of 
public lands in that state responded to the recent 
application of the department to be put in posses- 
sion of the works constructed on Staten Island, un- 
der the supervision and at the experse of that state, 
for the defence of New York larbor, deserve the 
thanks of the country, and should be further ac- 
knowledged by the immediate appropriation of the 
sum demanded us a compensation for the ground 
upon which they are situated. The works are re 
garded asof great importance to the object for 
which they were designed, and they are now ina 
course of repair and improvement, under the direc- 
tion of a competent officer of the corps of engineers. 
The correspondence between this department and 
the governor of New York, and the report of the 
chief engineer, will show the terms upon which 
the title to this property will be vested in the U. 
States. 
It will be seen from the accompanying report 
from the ordnance departinent, that some additional 
appropriations for that service are believed to be 
important to the public interest. The amount call- 
ed for is $220,000. The importance of the opera- 
tions of this department, and its immediate connex- 
ion with the national defence, in providing guns, 
gun-carriages, and other munitions, will at once be 
perceived. 
It is necessary that the attention of congress 
should be called to the policy recently adopted in 
the management of the public armories. The duty 
of increasing, by every practicable means, the effi- 
ciency of these important establishments, not less 
than a due regard to econorny, influenced the de- 
partment in giving its sanction to the plan of dis- 
pensing with the civil superintendency authorised 
by law. After full consideration, it was believed 
that this could be safely and advantageously done. 
Accordingly the armories are now in charge of skil- 
ful and experienced officers of the ordnance de- 
partment. One defect in the policy of taking su- 
perintendents froin civil life, as shown by past ex- 
perience, is the want of the proper qualifications in 
the persons nsually selected. Some degree of sci- 
ence, as well as a practical knowledge in the con- 
struction and use of arms, are indispensable requi- 
sites in the superintendrnts. The desired and pro- 
per qualifications are rarely to be found united in 
the same person in civil life, whose services can be 
commanded by the government. Another and 
more serious,objection to the system of supervision 
heretolore practised is found in the defective and 
inadequate contro! which the department has been 
able to exercise over the superintendents. It bas 
been found impossible, in some instances, to inforce 
the most salutary regulations. The necessary de- 
gree of deference to the orders and wishes of the 
superior authority, it is manifest, has not be felt. 
This probably is the inevitable result of the nature 
of the interests and influences, in no manner con- 
nected with the objectsof these establishments, 
which too often contiol the conduct of the superin- 


department, shall succeed, i@ will be well for the 

public service. If it shall fail, there will no longer 

be any pretext for fature changes; and the depart- 

ment will look to the selection of the most compe- 

tent superintendents from the walks of civil life, 

and tothe means of improving the efficiency of 
these establishments by such new regulations, un- 

der your direction, as may be suggested by expe- 

rience. 

Additional appropriations, to the amounf of 
$825,637 86, are required by the pay and quarter- 

master’s departments for the service of the present 

year. The amount asked by the quartermaster ge- 

neral appears to be indispensable. It is about the 

sum which congress at the last session failed to ap- 

propriate, though included in the estimates, and 

understood to be in part for arrearages for the year 

1840; and a large portion of the present demand 
may not be improperly set down to the same ac- 

count. A portion of the sum required by the pay 
department is for arrearages of the year 1840, as 
nea gee from the report of the paymaster ge- 
neral. 

The agents and superintendents heretofore em- 

ployed in the construction of the various improve- 

ments on the lakes, the seacoast, and in the inte- 

rior, have been discharged, except such as have 
been retained at a small compensation, to guard 
some of the most important works retnaining in an 
unfinished state, and the public property connected 
withthem. In a few instances, it has been found 
expedient toemploy an agent to take care of the 
property of the governinent coilected for the con- 
struction of these works, until congress shall de- 
termine upon the question of continuing or aban- 
doning them, where there was no fund out of which 
they could be paid. Some of these agents have 
been paid from the proceeds of the sale of a por- 
tion of the public pruperty; others can be paid 
only by further sales or under an appropriation by 
congress. It has also been ascertained that the ex- 
penditures upon several of these works have ex- 
ceeded the appropriations made for their construc- 
tion. These arrearages are generally due to con- 
tractors and laborers in no way responsible for this 
error; and provision should therefore be inade for 
the payment of them. The amount necessary to 
discharge them, as well as to pay the expenses of 
the agents employed as above stated, appears trom 
the report of the chief of the corps of topographi- 
cal engineers to be $39,997 12. 

The subject of the expediency of completing 
the Cumberland road, and of improving certain 
harbors and the navigation of certain great rivers, 
which may be regarded as necessary and proper, in 
making adequate provision for the publie defence, 
I propose to postpone the further notice of until 
the stated session of congress, as the considera- 
tion of it will involve the propriety of making ap- 
propriations for various works of internal improve- 
ment not tecessarily connected with that object, 
and, consequently, will require more time than 
congress, at its approaching session, may find it 
convenient to give. 

At the late session of congress, the sum of 30,000 
dollars was appropriated to be expended, under the 
direction of this department, in repairing the breach 
in the Potomac bridge, Soon after the adjourn- 
ment, an officer of the corps of topographical en- 
gineers, distingnished alike for his science and 
practical skill, was selected to make the necessary 
exaininations, and to report a sui‘able plan for the 
execution of the work. With what skill and ac- 
curacy he has performed this preliminary service, 





tendents. For these reasons, itis deemed of great 
importance that the armories sould be separated, 
as far as possible, from all connexion with the party 
politics of the day. The force of the objections 
suggested to a civil superintendence cannot be bet- 
ter illustrated than by the statements contained in 
the accompanying memorandum of the ordnance 
department, which appears to be taken chiefly from 
the correspondence between that department and 
the superintendent of the armory at Harper’s Ferry. 

But the expediency of continuing the superin- 
tendency of these officers must finally be decided 
by congress. Some hesitation was felt indropping, 
temporarily, the civil superindency; but as neither 
of the late superintendents, though of much per- 
sonal worth, was regarded as possessing, in a due 
degree, those particular qualifications which are im- 
portant in the management of such establishments, 
their removal was thought a fit occasion to intro- 
duce a new system. Time has not yet been allow. 
ed to test sufficiently its advantages or defects, If 
it shall be the pleasure of congress to allow the ex- 
isting vacancies under the law, as it now stands, to 
continue for a short period, the public interests will 
be subserved, whatever may be the result of the 
experiment. If the policy recommended hy the 


will appear from his report to the chief of the 
|corps. The highest confidence being reposed in 
the soundness of his judgment, it was determwnined 
at once to expend no portion of the money placed 
at the disposal of the departinent for the accoin- 
plishment of so important a work upon a plan 
which did not promise to secure, what was held to 
be indispensable, its permanence and durability. 
From the statements contained in the report of ma- 
jor Turnbull, it is obvious that the repairs, if done 
upon the plan which formed the basis of the esti- 
mate upon which the appropriation was made, 
could not stand through a single season of freshet 
orice. The question was then presented, whether 
it was proper to cominence the repairs upon the 
only plan which promised the reqnisife strength 
and durability, but the cost of which would far 
exceed the appropriation made by congress, and 
which, it was known to the department, was sup- 
posed to be ample for the object, or wait the sanc- 
tion of that body at the approaching session. The 
great convenience and importance of the bridge at 
this point, and the strong interest felt by the citi- 
zens of this District that the repairs shauld not be 
delayed, urged the immediate commencement’ of 
the work, while its questionable propriety, under 








deemed best calculated to produce the greatest pos- 


ordnance department, and so far sanctioned by this 


the prospect of an immediate session of congress, 
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dicided the department to postpone further opera- 
tions Until that body sliuld have an appeeaity of 
acting upon the subject. The utility: and impor- 
tance of this bridge not only to the citizens of this. 
city and District, but to the carrying of the pub- 
lic mail, and to the southern travel at the season of 
the year when the river is obstructed by ice, are so 
generally felt and acknowledged, that I need say 
now more to recommend the additional appropria- 
tion required; or that the sanction of congress be 
given in some other form, at an early day of the 
session, to the making of the necessary repairs 
reese the only safe and durable plan which presents 
llseif, 

‘Another public work of great interest commit- 
ted to the care of this department deserves some 
notice at this time. The sum of $75,000 was ap- 
propriated at the late session of congress for clear- 
ing out the Red river raft. The large sums of money 
heretofore expended on this subject, the high expec- 
tation indulged, after the first successful experiment, 
of the practicability of effecting it, the subsequent ac- 
cumulation and continuance of partial obstructions, 
und the consequent disappointment of the public, 
caused the department to give ils early and serious 
attention to the subject. Believing that congress, 
in making this appropriation, indulged the hope 
that it would be all that would be reqlhired for the 
comptetion of the work, the department, resolved 
that the highest degree of permanence and atility 
attainable by the use of the means placed at its diss 
posal should be accomplished, directed that an of- 
ficer of the highest credit for silk and judgment 
should proceed without delay to ascertain the na- 
ture, extent and causes of the obstructions which 
interrupt the navigation of that river, and to sub- 
mit a plan for their removal. That officer has not 
yet reported to the department. It is intended that 
the steain and snag boats, after being repaired, shall 
ascend Red river, while it continues in a navigable 
state, to the point of obstruction; but it*is not de- 
signed to enter upon the work until autumn. This 
pulicy, as will fully appear from the report of the 
chiet of the topographical engineers, and the ac- 
companying letter of the superintendent, was dic- 
tated by a sound economy, if not by the necessity 
of the case. 

A practice has prevailed in the Indian department 
of inaking payment from moneys drawn from the 
treasury under appropriations by congress, without 
regarding, in all cases, the objects of the appropria- 
lions as specified in the law. 

This practice virtually defeats that provision of 
the constitution which declares that no money shall 
be drawn froin the treasury except under appropri- 
ations by congress; for the object of this provision 
inust have been not merely that money shall not be 
drawn from the treasury without being duly appro- 
priated, but that it shall be paid only for objects 
specified in the acts of appropriation. 

The practice .of making payments under such 
circumnstances—that is, of taking money drawn from 
the treasury under an appropriation for one object, 
and applying it to the payment of accounts, and fur 
objects for which no appropriation has been made— 
renders the reports of the condition of the treasury 
entirely fallacious, and utterly destroys ail confid- 
ence inthem. The true condition of the treasury, 
or of its liabilities,is not and cannot be presented 
under such a practice. i 

The Indian department has favored itself in the 
means of practising this irregularity by another 
usage, direcily in contravention of the law of con- 
gress requiring that unexpended balances of appro- 
priations, at the expiration of two years shall revert 
to the treasury. It has been customary, before the 
expiration of the two years, to withdraw from the 
treasury the balances not actually required for dis- 
burseinent within the specified period; and these 
balances have been placed in the hands of disburs- 
ing agents, forming a very large fund, from «which 
payments have been made from time to time for ob- 
jects for which no appropriations have been made 
by congress. The amount of funds in the bands of 
these special agents of the department has ranged, 
on an average, from two to three hundred thousand 
dollars for the last seven or eight years, and this has 
been generally deposited in banks selected at the 
direction of the agent himself. 

Under these circuinstances, the disbursing agents, 
having received moneys under authorised heads of 
appropriation, which have been applied to objects 
not sanctioned by law, have had their accounts 
brought into such a condition as will not allow,of 
their settlement at the treasury without special ap- 
propriation by congress; and henee there are dis- 
bursing agents who have been unable to obtain a 
settlement during several years, and whose ac- 
counts are still open, notwithstanding the act of con- 
gress, most salutary in its object, requiring a settle- 





subsistence of Indians. 


full disclosure of all the facts has not vet been ar- 
rived at. 
light to establish a conviction that certain contrac- 
tors have realized the most enormous profits, the 
greater portion of which is believed to have been 


or the Indians, practised by bribing some of the su- 
through the mismanageinent of higher public agents, 
of a connivance in the frauds by submitting to the 


coinpetency in the performance of their duty. 


and the difficulty of procuring full and precise in- 
formation, it has been found impossible as yet to fix 
upon the point where these frauds commenced, or 
to ascertain the boundaries of responsibility among 
the numerous public officers and agents through 


vanee or ignorance the contraetors were able to 
consummate their unprincipled designs. 
vestigation has been prosecuted with the most pain- 
ful reluctance, thongh persevered in under a para- 
mount sense of duty; and enough has been disclosed 
to suggest an inquiry whether the guilty recipients 
may not be compelled to refund their iniquitous 
gains to the treasury by process of law. 








went annually on the first of October. 


As one irregularity is often the parents of another, 
so, under the usage of the Jodie haven, iy whiel 
large amounts of money bave been held by disburs- 
ing agents, which should bave reverted to the trea- 
sury, these agents have hac the means of loaning, 
and have actually loaned, large sums, within the 
last few years, to meet the necessities of the treasu- 
ry in other departments of the government or other 
and distinct branches of the Indian department; and, 
in this manner; a system of accommodation has 
obtained without responsibility and unknown to the 
law. ‘ 

The evils of the practice the subject of these re- 
marks, will sufficiently appear when it is considered 
that they are precisely those which it was the! object 
of the provision in the constitution, prescribing the 
mode of drawing money from the treasury, to guard 
against; and thuse also which were intended to be 
counteracted by the law of congress requiring that 
unexpended balances shall revert to the treasary at 
the expiration of two years. 

In the present condition of the accounts of dis- 
bursing agents, it is iinpossible to ascertain the pre- 
cise amount of payments requiring appropriations 
by congress for their final adjustment at the treasu- 
ry, but the amount is known, thus far, to exceed 
$200,000, and it will probably require $250,000, and 
possibly $306,000. 

It would be easy to multiply remarks upon the 
impropriety of this practice of the department. 
The objections to it are numerous and weighty, 


and some of them are founded so deeply in vital}: 


principles as to deserve some further notice in this 
report. 

All officers hold their powers ia trust under the 
obligation of fulfilling the objects for which those 
powers were granted. Congress is entrusted with 
the power of granting money for objects to be ac- 
complished by executive agents. If the agents di- 
vert the money to other objects, there is a breach of 
trust. Butas all the officers of the government are 
presumed to have in view the common good, con- 
gress, more or less, relies upon the executive agents 
to indicate the objects requiring appropriations, 
with estimates of the amounts necessary for their 
accomplishment. ‘This confidence in executive 
agents seems to have been regarded, in some cases, 
as an implied authority in the agent to undertake 
objects not yet sanctioned by congress, the agents 
looking prospectively for that sanction. But if this 
discretion is to be tolerated under any pretence 
whatever, for objects however apparently needful 
or important, the checks and guards providec by 
the constitution and the laws are at once removed, 
and the most dangerous experiments may be made 
with the public money, having no higher sanction 
than the judgment of the heads of departments, 
while the discretion thus exercised at the fountain 
is liable to become licentiousness in the subordinate 
agents, resulting in frauds and defaleations of ex- 
traordinary character and magnitude. 


The attention of the department has been direct- 
ed to the subject of Indian treaties, and particular- 
ly to the manner in which some of those recently 
made have been executed, involving the disburse- 
ment of large sums of money for the emigration and 


The frauds that have been practised in the south- 
west have been to some extent inquired into, but a 


Enough has, however, been brought to 


the direct fruit of gross fraud upon the government 
bordinate instruments in the public employment, or 
who can only screen theinselves from the suspicion 


imputation of gross negligence, ignorance or in- 


From the involved character of these transactions 


whose direct or indirect instrumentality, conni- 


This in- 


All of which is respecttuily submitted. 
JOHN BELL 





a 
FROM Thee nar DEPARTMENT, 
, avy rtment, May 31, 1 
Sra: The appropriations. made at the last at 
of congress will be found amply sufficient to Sra 
the expenditures for the current year, under the ge 
veral heads of appropriation, unless it should become 
necessary or be deemed per to assume another 


and larger basis of operations than that on which the 
| estimates from the department were founded. 


The state of the navy pension fund will require 


‘the itmmediate action of congress. Under the Ope. 


ration of the act entitled ‘an act for the more egni- 
table administration of the navy pension fund,” {hat 
fund has beer exhausted. It will be-seen, from the 
accompanying report of the commissioner of peh- 
sions, that there will be required for the payinent of 
navy pensioners, on the Ist of July next, the sum of 
$83,706 06; and on the Ist of January, 1842, the 
further sum of $69,000. In addition to these sums 
about $6,000 will be required to pay arrears of pen. 
sions which will probably be allowed between July 
next and the Ist of January, making in the whole 
$163,716 06. To meet these payments, there js 
within the control of the department the sum of 
$28,040; leaving a deficiency of $135,666 06, which 
‘m — faith requires should be promptly sup. 
plied. 

The sudden return of the Brandywine seems to 
require some explanation. From the despatches 
sent to the department by captain Bolton, of that 
ship, it appears that the great excitement prevailir 
in England in the early part of March last, Induced 
our minister at that court to address a communica- 
tion to commodore Hull, the officercommanding the 
United States naval forces in the Mediterranean, the 
result of which was, that the squadron, then lying 
at Mahon, left the station with a view to get ont of 
that sea, ascertain the true state of things between 
the United States and Great Britain, and either re- 
sume their station or return home according to the 
result. The Brandywine outsailing the commodore, 
and captain Bolton having received no information 
on his voyage deemed satisfactory by him, he re- 
turned te the United States. 


Though it is presumed congress will scarcely be 
willing to give attention to general matters uncon- 
nected with the objects for which the extraordinary 
session of that body was convoked, yet recent events 
induce me to bring to your notice, with a view to 
the action of congress, two subjects as worthy of 
present consideration, The first is the establish- 
ment of ahome squadron. While squadrons are 
maintained in various parts of the world for the pre- 
servation of our commerce, our own shores have been 
left without any adequate protection. Hada war 
with Great Britain been the result, as was at one 
time generally fesred, of the subjects of difficulty 
now in a course of adjustment between that power 
and the United States, not only would our trade 
have been liable to great interruption, and our mer- 
chants to great losses abroad, buta naval force, com- 
paratively small, might, on our very shores, have 
seized our merchant ships and insulted our flag, 
without suitable means of resistance or immediate 
retaliation being at the command of the government. 
To guard against such a result—to be ever ready to 
repel or promptly to chastise aggressions upon our 
own shores, it is necessary that a powerful squadron 
should be kept afloat athome. This measure is re- 
commended by other considerations. There is no 
situation in which greater skill or seamanship can 
be exercised and acquired than on the coast of the 
United States; and in no service would our officers 
and seamen become more thoroughly initated in all 
that is necessary for the national defence and glory. 
In that seiviee, aided by the coast survey now in 
progress, a thorough acquaintance would be gained 
with our own sea coast, extensive and hitherto but 
iinperfectly Known—the various ports would be vi- 
sited—the bays, inlets and harbors carefully exami- 
ed—the uses to which each could be made available 
during war, either for escape, defence or annoyance, 
be ascertained, and the confidence resulting from 
perfect knowledge would give to us, what we ought 
surely to possess, a decided advantage over an ene- 
my on our own shores. Should it be thought esi- 
rable that such a squadron be put in commission im- 
mediately and kept constantly on duty, an additional 
appropriation may be necessary, for the amount 
of which, as well as the force deemed proper to be 
employed, I beg to refer to the accompanying re- 
port on the subject, prepared under my direction, by 
the board of navy commissioners. 


The attention of congress has been heretofore 
earnestly invited to the state of our ordnance and 
ordnance stores, and I deem it worthy of immediate 
consideration. A sufficient suppiy of suitable arins 
and munitions of war is indispensable to the success- 
ful operation of the bravest officers and men; and it 





Te the president. 
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| state of its finances, so far as I have yet been able 
» to learn their condition. 


» day of May, of which acopy is hereto appended, 


) tive funds of the department. For this purpose, 


_ they had been reported by the auditor, and also the 
amount in deposite, subject to draft, for the dis-|§ 


_ of ascertained balances, on the first day of January 


| sand and twenty-nine dollars, ($447,029), a consi- 


' A report from the auditor upon the outstanding con. 
tracts will undoubtedly, increase this amount of in- 


= dated claims. Of such demands, no notice can be 
| taken at this time, nor is it proper that an opinion 
_ 88 to their justice should be now expressed. 


> Tassments? and, what are its financial hopes for the 
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. p asudden emergency, Sailors may be hastily } 
vaifected from our commercial marine, ships may be 
Co chased, but ordnance cannot be supplied on such 
rgency, nor can some of the materials for the 
reparation of ammunition be procured either by} 
P hase or manufacture. Hence the ordhanee 
id, by: a timely foresight, be provided in.ad- 
e, and the materials be secured, from which a 
supply of ammunition can be speedily prepared.— 
The accompanying report from the board of navy 
commissioners shows the amount of expenditure | 
which will be required under this head. Should the 
object be deemed of such importance and urgency 
gs to require the immediate attention of congress, | 
ctfully recommend that an appropriation of 
one-third of the estimated ainount be now made. 


The opinion seeins to have become general, as 
well in the service as in the nation at large, that a 
thorough reorganization of the navy is demanded by 
considerations connected with the defence and ho- 
nor of the country, and in this opinion I heartily 
concur. WetI am fully aware that any plan for this 

urpose should be the result of the most careful de- 
liberation, and that it would be at once unwise and 
injurious to subinit to congress and the country any 
proposed arrangements which should be liable to the 
charge ol haste and inconsideration. Deeply sensi- 
ble, therefore, at once of the importance and diffi- 
culty of the measure, I have taken proper ateps to 
collect and avail myself of all the results of experi- 
ence and observation from those whose opportunities 
have afforded the means of knowledge, and their in- 
telligence the ability to use them profitably, and I 
entertain the hope of being able, before the next re- 
gular meeting of congress, to submit for your con- 
sideration a comprehensive and well digested system 
of reform in the branch of the public service coin- 
mitted to my charge. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 
your most obedient servant, 

GEORGE E. BADGER. 

The president of the United Siutes. 
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FROM THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
Post office department, May 29th, 1841. 
Siz: The arrangement of business at, and the 
manner of returns to the general post office, forbid 
a detail report of its operations at the approaching 
session of congress. I have however, felt it my duty, 
at this time, to call public attention to the present 


When first entering upon my official duties, my 
attention was forced to the constant demands for 
payment beyond the ability of the department to 
discharge; and with a view to ascertain, as nearly 
as ight be, its undisputed liabilities and probable 
means on the 21st day of March last a letter was 
addressed to the auditor of the treasury for the 
post office department, requesting from him infor- 
mation on thuse subjects. A copy of which letter, 
matked A, is herewith submitted. Such statements 
have not been furnished, for reasons clearly set 
forth in a letter from the auditor, dated the 25th 


warked B. 


It was also important to learn, without delay, 
what were the pressing liabilities and what the ac- 


directions were given to the chief clerk to state the 
amount due to contractors anterior to and for the 
quarter ending the 31st December, 1840, so far as 


charge of such arrearages. His report is herewith 
submitted, marked C. 

By an examination of that statement, it will be 
seen that there was due and unpaid to contractors, 


last, the sum of four hundred and forty-seven thou- 


derable portion of which has been paid from the 
revenues of the quarter ending on the 3ist March. 


debtedness to a total exceeding half a million of 
dollars, In addition to which, heavy demands are 
frequently made on the department upon -unliqui- 


Under these circumstances, two questions na- 
turally present themselves: How is the depart- 
ment to be sustained under its present embar- 


future? 
As no estimates, upon which can be based an an- 


shall have been reposted by the auditor, it is passed 
with the single remark, that although it can hardly 
be doubted thata large aggregate sum will be found 
due, it is to be feared that, from the small amount 
of most of euch separate balances, scattered through- 
out this wide-spread nation, the want of responsi- 
bility in many of these officers and many of their 
Securities, and the lapse of time since these ba- 
lances accrued, but an inconsiderable part of the 
amount actually due will ever be received. It there- 
fore remains for congress to determine whether 
the amount now due to contractors shall be paid 
from the national treasury, or whether this de- 

artment shall struggle on with its present em- 

arrassments, consuming its daily accruing reve- 
nues in the partial payment of old debts, and still 
leaving large balances which it has not the ability to 
discharge. 

Notwithstanding the heavy increased expendi- 
ture consequent upon the act of 7th July, 1838, 
and although instead of the supposed gradual in- 
crease of revenue, the receipts for the quarter end- 
ing 3lst March last, present, as compared with 
the corresponding quarter of the year before, a di- 
minution of more than siz per cent. still the depart- 
ment would probably find sufficient relief in its 
future sf gheegrea from the decrease of prices which, 
it may be calculated, will be hereafter demanded 
upon most of the routes, were it not for the con- 
tinually increasing exactions in other brauches of 
the service. 

To present this subject in its most intelligible 
form, the first assistant postmaster general bas pre- 
pared a tabular view of recent proposals, that com- 
parison may be made between the amount of pre- 
sent bids and the sums now paid for mail service 
upon the same routes. This table is hereto annexed, 
marked D. 


On an examination of this statement, it will be 
seen that, in some cases, the amount demanded by 
rail road companies for transportation of the mails is 
more than two hundred per cent. higher than is paid 
for coach service, upon roads forming connecting 
links between different rail road companies, upon 
the same inain route, and that too where the night 
service upon the rail roads is less than that per- 
formed in coaches. Such demands deserves more 
eonsideration from the fact that, whilst at the recent 
lettings in New York and in the six eastern states 
the accepted service by coaches and other modes of 
conveyance has been secured at an average saving 
of twenty-two per cent. upon the contracts of 1837, 
there are but few instances where the demands of 
incorporated companies have not been increased in 
such manner as imposed upon me the necessity of 
suspending the contracts. Nor is the extravagant 
price demanded for mail transportation upon rail 
roads the only manner in which these incorpora- 
tions affect the revenue of this department. The 
facilities secured by this mode of conveyance for 
sending letters by private hands very seriously 
diminish the receipts of the offices upon these 
routes. A single illustration will establish this as- 
sertion. 


Boston is one of the most important points of rail 
road concentration in the union. Its basiness pros- 
perity is proverbial; and yet in that city the quar- 
ter ending the 3ist March last, shows, a3 compared 
wi.h the corresponding quarter of the year before, 
a decrease in postage receipts of three thousand one 
hundred and ninety-five dollars—being double the 
amount of diminution to be found, within the same 
time, in any other post office in the nation, with the 
single exception of Philadelphia, which is another 
reat terminus of rail road communication. 

These facts are presented in no spirit of unkind- 
ness towards those to whose management these in- 
corporations are intrusted, but that L have consi- 
dered it due to our whole people to refer to this sub- 
ject as one which will ere long call for national and 
state legislation, unless a corrective be sooner ap- 
plied by public opinion. 

A considerable saving will be found in the cur- 
tailment of service generally, directed by my im- 
mediate predecessor, in limiting the transportation 
of the mails to six trips a week upon most of the 
routes throughout the nation. The embarrassed 
condition of the department, if it was to remain 
unaided by government, clearly indicated the pro- 
priety of some reduction of service, and the reli- 
gious sense of the community will certainly ap- 
prove the feeling that selects the Sabbath as the 
day on which that service should not be performed. 
Yet it cannot be denied that this order has borne 
heavily on contractors, and in many instances 
causes great derangement in the transportation of 
the mails. 

“Whilst in soine sections of our country this alte- 
ration has not only réceived a cheerful acquiescence, 


neral complaint of its operation and daily appeals 
for the old facilities are pressed upon the depart- 
ment. Withont entering upon this subject at large, 
it is sufficient for my present parpose to state that, 
as this order purports to have been iven to reduce 
the expenses of the department, anita aid in bring- 
ing them within its receipts, a return to the for- 
mer service at this. time, might well be considered 
as a declaration of my ¢onfidetce in its ability to 
sustain the expenditure necessary for such restora- 
tion. I have therefore felt it imperative upon me to 
adhere to this order of curtailinent. 


The building now being erected for the general 
post office is so far advanced as to give assurance 
that it can be completed before the session of con- 
gress in December. This is much to be desired, 
not only for the convenience uf the transaction of 
business, but that the public property may be kept 
in security. Such means as are kept in my power 
are continually employed to protect the present 
building from fire, but in its exposed condition the 
danger of destruction to the books and papers of 
the office is a source of constant anxiety. All 
which is respectfully submitted. 
FRANCIS GRANGER. 
To the president of the United States. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION, 
We have preferred placing the official reports 
from the several departments at the earliest possi- 





pages of the ReeisTer with fuller details of con- 
gressional proceedings at this stage of the session. 
A condensed account of what has occupied each 
house is given. 


SENATE. 

June 3. Mr. Clay, of Alabama, appeared and 
took his seat. 

After the journal was read, the president of the 
senate announced the following as the committee 
on the part of the senate to join with that of the 
house in taking into consideration so much of the 
president’s mnessage as relates to the demise of the 
late president, viz: Messrs. Bayard, Prentiss, Ben- 
ton, Archer and Walker. 


The president also announced the select commit- 
tee to which was referred so uch of the president’s 
inessage as relates to a uniforia currencv, &c.— 
Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Choate, Wright, Ber- 
rien, King, Tallmadge, Bayard, Graham and Hun- 
tington. 

The following senators were then announced by 
the chair as the standing committees, the chairman 
of each baving been ballotted for on a prior day: 

On foreigu relations—Messrs. Rives, Preston 
Buchanan, Tallmadge and Choate. 1 

On finance—Messrs. Clay, of Ky. Evans, Wood- 
bury, Mangum and Bayard. 

On commerce—Messrs. Huntington, Merrick 
King, Barrow and Wright. j 

On manulactures—Messrs. Evans, Archer, Mil- 
ler, Buchanan and Simmons. 

On agriculture—-Messrs. Linn, Woodbridge 
Smith, of Conn. White and Simmons. a. 

On military affairs—Messrs. Preston, Merrick 
Bentou, Archer and Pierce, . 

On the militia—Messrs. Phelps, Kerr, 

Ala. Barrow and Fulton. : rane 

On naval affairs—Messrs. Mangum, Archer, 
Williams, Smith, of Ind. and Choate. 

On public lands—Messrs. Smith, of Ind. Tall- 
madge, Walker, Bates and Prentiss. 

Ou private land claims—Messrs. Bayard, Hunt- 
ington, Linn, Sevier and Henderson. 

On Indian affairs—Messrs. Morehead, White 
Sevier, Phelps and Benton. r 

Of claims—Messrs. Graham, Bates, Wright 
Woodbury and Woodbridge. : 

On revolutionary claims—Messrs. Dixon, More- 
head, Smith, of Con. Sturgeon and Graham. 

On the judiciary—Messrs. Berrien, Clayton 
Prentiss, Walker and Kerr. : 

On the post office—Messrs. Henderson, Sim- 
mons, McRoberts, Berrien and Mouton. 

On roads and canals—Messis. Porter, White, 
Young, Cuthbert and King. 

On pensons—Messrs. Bates, Pierce, Allen, Dix- 
on and Nicholson. 


For the District of Columbia—Messrs. Merrick, 
Clayton, King, Mangum and Young. 

On patents—Messrs. Prentiss, Porter, Sturgeon, 
Tappan and Henderson. 

Ou public buildings—Messrs. Barrow, Fulton 
and Kerr. 

On the contingent expenses—Messrs, White, 
be and Porter. 


n engrossed bills—Messrs. McRoberts, Miller 
and Nicholson. 
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R That the act entitled “An act to provide 
i gooss Dies sate-keeping, transter- and disburee- 
ment of the public revenue” ought to be forthwith re- 
peuled, and that the committee on finance be directed 
to report a bill to that efiect. _ ie 
» Mr. Clay addressed the senate upon the subject, 
and a debate ensued, principally between him and 
Mr. Calnoun. Av awendwent proposed by the lat- 
ter was uegatived, ayes 19, nays 27. The resoln- 
tion, as modified by Mr. Clay, was adopted, as fol- 
lows: 
Resolved, That the committee on finance be derect- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the act 
entitled ‘An act to provide for the cullectiun, safe-keep- 
ing, transfer and disbursement of the public revenues.” 
dune 4. Atter the presentation of ineworials and 
etilions—one by Mr, Tullmadge, trom cilizeus of 
New York, and another by Mr. Young, from citi- 
zens of Iiinois, for a general bankrupt law—and 
another froin the same state relative to land claiins, 
Mr. Clay, from the committee on finance, report- 
ed the totiowing bill; which was read and ordered 
to a second reading: 

A bill to repeal the act entitled ‘an act to provide 
jor the collection, safe-keeping, transfer and dis- 
bursement of the public revenue, and to provide 
for the punishmentof embezziers of the public 
money.” 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house 
of representatives of the United States in congress us- 
sembled, ‘bat the act entitled ‘tan act to provide 
for the collection, sate-keeping, transfer and dis- 
burseiment of the public revenue,” approved on the 
fourth July, eighteen hundred and torty, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed: Provided, always, 
That tor any otfences which may have been coin- 
mitted against the provisions of the seventeenth 
seclion ol the said act, the offenders may be prose- 
cuted and punished according to those provisions, 
any thing herein contained to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any 
officer charged with the safe-keeping, transfer or 
disbursement of public moneys,or connected with 
the post office department, shall convert to his own 
use i any way whatever, or shall use by way of 
investment in any kind of propeity or merchandise, 
or shall loan with or without interest any portion 
of the public moneys entrusted to him for safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, disburseinent or for any other pur- 
pose, every such act shall be deemed and adjudged 
ty be an e:nbezzlement of so much of the said mo- 
neys as shall be thus taken, converted, invested, 
used or loaned, which is hereby declared to be a 
felouy; and the refusal to pay over, on demand, any 
public moneys in his hands upon the presentation 
of a warrant drawn upon him and signed by the 
secretary of the treasury, shull be prima facie evi- 
dence of such conversion to his own use of so 
much of the public moneys as tay be in his hands. 
Any ollicer or agent of the United States and all 
persons advising or Knowingly and willingly pasti- 
Cipating in such embezzlement, upon b-ing con- 
victed thereof before any court of the United States 
of competent jurisdiction, shall, for every such of- 
fence, lorfeit and pay to the United Siates a fine 
equal to the amount of the money embezzled, and 
shall suffer imprisonment for a term not less than 
six months nor more than five years. 

June 7. Mewnorials.aud petitions were present- 
ed; by Mr. Clay trom citizens of Cherokee county, 
Georgia, for the abolishinent of the branch mint, in 
that state. Mr. C. expressed his hearty concur- 
rence and his adiniration of the disinterested views 
of the petitioners. 

By Mr. Tulimadge, three memorials from citizens 
of New York, fora general bankrupt law, one trom 
the chamber of commerce of New York in favor of 
a national bank, and from merchants of that city re- 
lative to drawbacks. 

Ry Mr. Merrick, a memorial from the Patriotic 

‘bank of Washington, for a renewal of charter, and 
resolutions from the legislature of Maryland, rela- 
tive to the tobacco growing interests. 

Soine conversation ensued as to any reference of 
this matter at the present session, when il was mani- 
fest it could not be acted on. When, on motion, it 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. Clay said be would call the attention of the 
senate to a resolution he wished to present, growing 
out of some of the suggestions contained in the re- 

ort of the secretary of the treasury. That report 

had doubiless been read by the senators generally, 
and it would be recollected by every gentleman that it 
coneluded by an explicit recommendation of a plan 
for the creation of a Bank of the United States. 
The secretary added the suggestion of what Mr. C. 
should be most glad to see, though he must confess 
that he bad not full faith in its practicability, viz: a 
plan for conducting the fiscal business of the go- 
vernment which shall reconcile all opinions, and 


However, it anight be very right that the. senate 
should see what is the plan which the secretary 
thonght capable of eifecting a result so desirable to 


cer might deliberately have prepared. and recom- 
mended to the adoption of congress should be in 
‘its possession. With a view to obtain this, Mr. C. 
had prepared a resolution in the following words: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to the senate with as little delay 
as practicable a plan of such a bank, to be incorporated 
by congress, as in his opinion is best adapted to the pub- 
lic service. 

Upon this: proposition a debate took place, in 
which Messrs. King, Woodbury, Wright, Calhoun, 
Rives and Buchanan took part. 

Mr. Buchanan said he was very anxious to see 
this ‘fiscal agent” of the honorable secretary; it 
was, it seemed to work wonders. A political mil- 
lennium was appreachiug, when the lion was to 
lie down with the lamb. This fiscal agent was to 
smooth away all difficulties. The valleys were to 
be exalted, the rough places made smooth, and all 
flesh together was to see this whig salvation. This 
fiscal agent was to make money plenty, supply a 
uniform currency, and to regulate the exchanges; 
and yet was not to be a Bank of the United States! 
He should really be most happy to see it. But if it 
was to be an agent that was to have the power of 
discounting paper, issuing notes, an:| dealing in ex- 
changes, let it be located where it might—here, at 
the seat of government, or in Philadelphia, or at 
New York—those who had constitutional objections 
toa Bank of the United States would find, he fear- 
ed, their objections to this new agent as strong as 
ever. Frained as it now was, he thought the reso- 
lution of the senator might leave the senate in some 
doubt as to his real purpose in this call, because 
the secretary, though he spoke of a fiscal agent, 
was in favor of a Bank of the United States on the 
old plan; that was his first choice; though he had, 
it seemed, an alternative ready. Of all things ofa 
polical nature in this world, what Mr. B. wanted 
inost to see was this redoubted fiscal agent of the 
secretary. 

Mr. Rives moved to amend the resolution offer- 
ed by Mr. Clay so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be re- 
— to communicate to the senate, with as little 
elay as practicable, the plan of such a fiscal agent as, 
being free from constitutional objection, will in his opi- 
nion produce the happiest results, and confer lasting 
and important benefits on the country. 

Mr. Clay said he could not agree to the proposi- 
tion in that shape; if the gentleman would say “a 
bank or fiscal agent,” and substitute “direct” for 
“engenat$ he would accept of it as a modification. 

r. Rives replied that, although he preterred the 
resolution as he had drawn it, yet in a liberal spirit 
of compromise he was willing so to modify ir; 
there ought to be, there must be some concession 
for the sake of uniting the opinions of gentlemen. 
[Considerable objections were made (across) by 
gentlemen on the right of the chair.] 

Mr. R. said he should be glad to accommodate 
gentlemen, but he must yield to the suggestion of 
the senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. Benton said he did not like the resolution; it 
seemed to him to open too wide a field, and to in- 
vite such a plan as never was conteinplated by the 
constitution. Its language sounded, in Mr. B’sear, 
very like calling for a bank ‘to promote the gene- 
ral welfare.” He had decided objection to calling 
on the head of a department for a scheme to pro- 
mote the general welfare. . 
Mr. Clay having adopted Mr. Rives’ amendment 
as a modification of his resolution, it was read as 
follows, and adopted nem. con. 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direct- 
ed to communicate to the senate with as little delay as 
prsrene the plan of such a bank or fiscal agent as, 
eing free from constitutional objection, will, in his 
opinion, produce the happiest results and confer last- 
ing and important benefits to the country. 
Mr. Benton submitted resolutions calling for re- 
ports, which will be noticed when they are called 
up for consideration. 


Mr. Bayard, froin the select committee appoint- 
ed to consider and report by what token of respect 
and affection it may be proper for the congress of 
the United States to express the deep sensibility of 
the nation to the decease of their late president, 
made the following report: 
The melancholy event of the death of Wm. Henry 
Harrison, late president of the United Siates, having 
vecurred during the recess of congress, and the two 
hpuses sharing in the general grief, and desiring to 
manifest their sensibilities upon the occasion of that 
public bereavement, therefore— 
Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 
hat the chairs of the president of the senate and 





harmonize the votes of all parties in the country. 


all; it was certainly proper ihat any plan that offi- | of 


4 a é x = < x z ape on 
j black during the residue of the session; and }, 
ppresident pro tempore of the senate, the 

ouse of represeutatives, 
of both houses 
thirty days. - 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
requested to transmit a copy of these resolutio,. 
Mrs, Harrison, and to assure her of the Profound.” 
spect of the two houses. of congress for her perso,» 
character, and of the sincere condolence of the ku 
afflicting dispensation of Providence. a 

Mr. Clay said that senators would recollec; th 
on the last ineeting some conversation had the. 
as tu introducing a resolution which should declan 
in the outset, on what subjects it was proposed the 
congress should act at the present extra sessio). . 
had since then turned his attention to the Subjec 
10 of 
19N jp 


s 
andthe members con th 


wear the usual badge of mourni;, iy 
: 3 


and if no other gentleman had any resolution ; 
fer, he would present the result of his reflect 
the shape of the following resolution: 

Resolved, as the opinion of the senate, That 2: th 
present session of congress no business ought t0 be 
transacted but such as being of an important or uro., 
nature may be supposed to have influenced the exin, 
ordinary convenuon of congress, or such as that the 
postponement of it might be materially detrimental ,, 
the public interest. 

Resolved, therefore,as the opinion of the senate, Tha: 
the following subjects ought first, if not exclusively 
engage the deliberation of congress at the presents 
sion—- 

Ist. The repeal of the sub-treasury. 

2d. The incorporation of a bank adapted to \, 
wants of the people and of the government. 

3d. The provision of an adequate revenue for t, 
government by the imposilion of duties, and inclydiy. 
an authority to contract a temporary loan to cover th: 
public debt created by the last administration. 

4th. The prospective distribution of the proceeds ;j 
the public lands. 

5th. ‘The passage of necessary appropriation bills;ay; 

6:h. Some modification of the banking system of ti; 
District of Columbia for the benefit of the people of (; 
District. 

Resolved, 'That it is expedient to distribute the bis. 
ness proper to be done this session between the seni: 
and house of representatives, so as to avoid both hous 
acting on the same subject and atthe same time. 

Afier a few brief remarks by Messrs. Civy ai 
Woodbury— 

The senate then proceeded to ballot, under tt: 
49th rule, for the election of officers. 

The first ballot being for secretary of the senate 
there were 43 votes given, of which Mr. Asbuy 
Dickins received 41, and was declared duly elected 

For sergeant-at-arms and doorkeeper, the whiok 
number of votes given were 42, of which Mr. Ei 


| ward Dyer received 39, and was declared duly ele: 


ed. 

For assistant doorkeeper, the whole number i 
votes given were 44, of which Mr. Robert Beall, 
having received 42, was declared duly elected. 

The bill reported yesterday irom the finance com 
mittee, a debate ensued, which occupied the seni! 
until they adjourned. 


June 8. After the presentation of memorials 2 
petitions, Mr. Benton’s resolution calling for inior 
mation was taken up, and, aftera slight modificaliol, 
adopted. 

The following resolution, submitted some 4a! 
since by Mr. Sevier, of Arkansas, was taken up at! 
read: 

Resolved, That the president of the United State: 
requested to inform the senate why general Matte 
Arbuckle has been removed from his command at For 
Gibson, west of Arkansas, to Baton Rouge, in Lu! 
siana, where there are no United States troops. 


and Mr. Sevier, which was tertninated by a call !0 


the order of the day, and the resolution was for ‘lt 
present laid upon the tabie. 


mourning, was read a third time and passed. 
lowing amendment moved by Mr. Calhoun: 
money, which shall, after the 4th of July, 1836, © 
tion than $5; and that no notes or bills of any bani 


be received in payment of any debt due to the 


$5, be, and same is hereby, repealed. 
After discussion the question on this amendme” 
was adopted by the following vote: 


Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Con. Sturgeon, | *? 





speaker of the house of representatives be shrouded in 


pan, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—25. 


The resolution reported by Mr. Bayard, from thy 
joint committee recommending that the chairs “FT 
the presiding officers, of both houses be shronded 


“a \ 
Qt the 





Upon this a debate arose between Mr. Presi 


WP LAR Bi, 


The debate upon the bill to repeal the sub-treas!" 
ry act was resuined—the question being on the [olf ™ 


That so much of the 5th section of the act of 23 q 
June, 1836, as provides that no bank shall be selec'F” 
ed or continued aa a place of deposite of the publit™ 





sue or pay out any note or bill of a less denomi? = 


States which shall, after the said 4th of July, 183505 
issue any note or bill of a less denomiaation th 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Ben'o"§ 
Berrien, Buchanan, Calhoun; Clay, of Ala. Fultoue 
Kerr, King. McRoberts, Merrick, Nicholson, Piel" 
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ate 


Ky. -Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson,. 
Ky. oon Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
Bow rentiss, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, Walker, White—22. 

so the amendment to the amendment was adopt- 


ed. : 3 F ; 
e question then recurring on the amendmen 

as ee aba it was decided by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 

‘yeAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
h Yea eyiol -Ala. Fulton, King, McRoberts, Nichol- 
oA ierce, Sevier, Smith, of Con. Sturgeon, Tappan. 
tite, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—19. 
YS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, enderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, Walker, Woodbridge—29. : 

So the amendment, as awended, was rejected. 


said that the effect of the last vote was, 
eae te bill in the form in whict it had been 
eported. If it should in this fortn pass both houses 
of congress, and become a law, the state bank sys- 
tem, as regulated in 1836, would he revived and 
continue in force until a substitute should be adopt- 
ngress. , 
ot Otek it for granted that a substitute of 
some description would pass; but if, pean, 
congress should be unable to agree upon any sub- 
stitute, whether in the form of a bank or other fiscal 
agent, then he presumed that congress would set 
about discharging the duty of rendering the state 
bank system as efficient and perfect as possible.— 
Aiter the gallant course pursued by the honorable 
senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Walker), Mr. C. 
considered it as proper for him, also, to state that 
he would vote for that system under no circum- 
stances—none whatever—none. He had ever been 
opposed to the plan, and would not have given 
his vote for the law of 1836 on any other ground 
than that that law contained the principle of a dis- 
tribution of the surplus fund among the states. No, 
if gentleanen on the other side choose to put them- 
selves in command of such a miserable fleet, he did 
not care under what commodore, Mr. C. and his 
friends were ready to meet them upon any sea, and 
he dovbted not that the encounter would result in 
such a victory as Perry had achieved on one of our 
great lakes, or the brave McDonough on another. 

Mr. Calhoun would say to the senator from Ken- 
tucky that he was fighting against an imaginary 
flag if he supposed that the gentlemen on that side 
of the house meant to contend for the state bank 
system. No. They intended to go into battle un- 
der the noble flag of the sub-treasury. He was glad 
that the senator had been compelled to say that if the 
sub-treasury should be repealed, the law of 1836 
would be enforced. If that law as it now stood 
should in practice be found impracticable, the diffi- 
culty would fall chiefly in the south and southwest. 

Mr. Clay said he had never doubted that the law 
of 1836 would revive; but when he had introduc- 
ed his bill to repeal the sub-treasury, he had given 
notice that that was the first in a series, and had 
avowed, openly, his preference fora Bank ofthe U. 
States. If, then, the law of 1836 did revive in its 
present form, he hoped it would be but for a very 
short time. But, if otherwise, it must undergo a 
complete revision. 

Mr. Benton proposed to amend the bill by exclud- 
ing the Bank of the U. S. of Pennsylvania from be- 
ing used as a deposite bank. 

Some conversation ensued—It was objected to 
discriminate, else it would be proper to insert the 
Ow! Creek bank, and some others, in the exclusion. 
On the arnendinent the yeas and nays were called; 
and were, yeas 20, nays 28. 

After further discussion, and some slight amend- 
ments, the bill was finally ordered to be engrossed 
by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Ken. Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick. Miller. Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge.—30 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Ala. Fulton, King, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
, Ct. Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 

oung—I6, 

It vas then ordered to be printed; and the senate 
adjourned, 

June 9. Mr. Clay gave notice that he should to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for 
the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands. 

The bill to repeal the sub-treasury act having been 
read a third time, the question being on its engross- 
ment, Mr. Woodbury took the floor,and at considera- 
ble length addressed the senate upon,the general be- 
nefit of the sub-treasury act, and upon his administra. 

tion of the currency. He warmly defended the sub 


NAYS—Messrs. Bates. Bayard, Choate, Clay, of | 


treasury bill,and did not wish to leave the currency 
under the control of the executive, as it would be 
ifthe repeal took place, and no especial act was 
passed. — 

Mr. Calhoun yet believed that the course of the 
gentlemen on the other side was such as to leave 
the public money under the control of the execu- 
tive, and he reasoned against that at length. 

Mr. Benton attempted the introduction of a reso- 
lution declaring the repeal of the sub-treasury inex- 
pedient, which the senate pronounced out of order; 
when Mr. Benton withdrew his motion, and propos- 
ed to recommit the bill with instructions, which 
was negatived, veas 18, noes 28. 

Mr. Wright then took the floor, and spoke at 
great length. 

The debate was continued until near 7 o’clock, 
by Messrs. Calhoun, Benton, Tallmadge, Wright, 
Young and McRoberis—all of them speaking in 
Opposition to the bill, except Mr. Zullmadge. 

he question having been taken on the passage 
va the bill it was decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
ows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
| Evans. Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
‘gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, W oodbridge— 29. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—18. 
And the senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The house has been occupied a considerable por- 
tion of several days in debating a resolution moved 
by Mr. Wise, that the rules of the last session be 
adopted for the government of the house for ten 
days, or until the same are revised, which Mr. 
Adams proposed to amend by “excepting the 21st 
rule,” which is the rule that disposes of petitions 
respecting abolition. This amendment after a de- 
bate was adopted—but a motion was subsequently 
made to reconsider the vote, and that motion was 
under debate when our latest accounts leit the city 
of Washington. 

Tuesday, June 8. The speaker announced the 
following standing committees: 

Elections—Messrs. Halsted, Blair, Craven, Bor- 
den, Summers, Gamble, Aaron V. Brown, Medill, 
and Jas. W. Williams. 

Ways and means—Messrs. Fillmore, Gilmer, 
Botts, Samson Mason, Tho. F. Marshall, Rencher, 
Pickens, John W. Jones and Atherton. 

Claims—Messrs. Giddings, Sprigg, Linn, War- 
ren, Arnold, Cowen, Banks, Burke and Robert Mc- 
Clellan. 

Commerce— Messrs. John P. Kennedy, Win- 
throp, Toland, Rayner, Benj. Randall, Ed. DO. 
White, Holmes, Brewster, and Chas. Brown, 

Public lands—Messrs. Wm. Cost Johnson, Mor- 
row, Lewis Williams, Smith, Gentry, Bronson, 
Howard, Chapman and Cave Johnson. 

Post office and post roads—Messrs. Briggs, Jos. 
L. Williams, Russell, Brockway, Morgan, Owsley, 
Andrew Kennedy, Hopkins and Rading. 

District of Cotuubia— Messrs. Underwood, King, 
Powell, Hurris, Alex. Randall, Rich’d W. Thomp- 
son, Keim, John Campbell and John T. Mason. 

Judiciary—Messrs. Barnard, Trumbull, Max- 
well, Thomas F. Foster, Milton Brown, Pearce, 
Ingersoll, Roosevelt and Saunders. 

evolutionary claims—Messrs. Hall, Patrick G. 
Goode, Thomas J. Campbell, Mathiot, Washing- 
ton, Jaines, Parinenter, Wm. O. Goode and Van 
Buren. 

Public expenditures—Messrs. Graham, Childs, 
Hudson, Alford, Clinton, Jeretniah Brown, Watter- 
son, Green and Littlefield. 

Private land ciaims—Messrs. Moore, R. D. Davis, 
Birdseye, Gamble, Stuart, Cross, J. B. Dawson, 
Turney and Gordon. 

Manufactures—Messrs. Saltonstall, Randolph, 
Greig, Henry, Slade, Tillinghast, Nisbit, A. Mar- 
shall and Eastman. 

Agriculture—Messrs. Deberry, Ridgway, Simon- 
ton, Doig, A. McClellen, Arrington, Mattocks, 
Shaw and John Hasting. 

Indian affairs—Messrs. Adams, Cooper, Barton, 
W. B. Campbell, Merriwether, Crittenden, Shep- 
perd, Win. Butler and Bidlack. 

Military atfairs—Messrs. Win. C. Dawson, Wal- 
lace, Caruthers, Pendleton, Goggin, Van Rensse- 
lacr, Win. O. Butler, Sumter and Miller. 

Militia— Messrs. Keim, Triplett, Coles, Stokeley, 
Ward, Weller, Sweney, Lowell and S. H. Butler. 

Naval affairs—Messrs. Wise, Stanly, G. Davis, 
T. W, Williams, King, Burnell, Fessenden, Mallory 
and Clifford. 
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Foreign affairs— Messrs. Cashing, Everett; Hunt, 
apae C. Clark, Allen, Proffit, Rhett, Hunter and 
erris, | 

Territories—Messrs. Pope, C. H. Williams, Sol- 
lers, Maynard, Hays, Gates, Green, W. Caldweil, 
Daniel and Dean. ‘2 

Revolutionary pensious—Messrs. Taliaferro, Rod- 
ney, Lane, L. W. Andrews, Matthews, S. N. 
Clarke, Babcock, C. A. Floyd and Fornance. 

Invalid pensions—Messrs. Morris, Aycrigg, J. 
Edwards, Gerry, Gordun, Hubbaid, Doan, Stratton 
and Gustine. 
Roads and canals—Messrs. Lawrence, Joseph 
L. White, Boardman, Sherlock,J. Andrews, John 
B. Thompson, John Young, Steenrod, Wm. W. 
Irwin and Beeson. ‘ 

Patents—Messrs. Osborne, Cranston, Plumer, 
Ramsay and Sanford. 

Public Buildings and grounds—Messrs. Board- 
man, Augustus Young, Cranston, Bowne and 
Wood. . 

Revisal and untinished business—Messrs. James, 
Stratton, Dimock, Jack and C. A. Floyd. 

Accounts—Messrs. Baker, L. W. Andrews, 
Marchand, J. G. Floyd and Yorke. 

Mileage—Messrs. Thomas W. Williams, Patrick 
™ Cadwell, John C. Edwards, Westbrook and Eg- 

ert. 

Expenditure in the state department—Messrs. 
Van Buren, Hudson, Oliver, Brockway and Wm. 
S. Hastings. 

Expenditures in the treasury department—Messrs. 
McKeon, Samson, Mason, Partridge, I. D. Jones 
and Jatnes Irvin. 

Expenditures in the war department—Messrs. 
McKay, Tomlinson, Neward, Alford and Brock- 
way. 

Expenditures in the navy department—Messrs. 
Yorke, Simonton, Burden, Stuart and Green. 

Expenditures in the post office departinent— 
ee Lowell, Morgan, Washington, Boyd and 

ane. 

Expenditures on the publie bnildings—Messrs. 
C. Johnson, Gates, Bidlack, Stokly and Houck. 

The speaker announced the names of the follow- 
ing members as constituting the select committee 
ordered yesterday to be appointed “on the subject 
of the currency, and the establishment of a suita- 
ble fiscal agency capable of adding increased faci- 
lities in the collection and disbursement of the.pub- 
lic revenues, and rendering their custody more se- 
cure,” 

Committee—Messrs Sergeant, Adams, Pope, W. 
Cost Johnson, Wm. C. Dawson, Botts, McKay, 
MeKeon and Rhett. 

Mr. Gilmer presented the memorial of William 
Smith, of the 12th congressional district, in the state 
of Va. contesting the seat now held by the hon. 
Linn Banks, which was referred to the committee 
of elections. 

The house proceeded to an election, viva voce, of 
a sergeant-at-arins, and the following persons were 
ballotted for: 


Ist 2d 83d 4th 6th 

Whole number ofvotes 222 221 218 216 217 
Necessary toachoice 112 111 110 109 109 
Mr. Dorsey 92 8S 85 81 85 
Townsend 55 71 76 76 80 
Hooe S4 41 474 538 52 
Blake 19 Dt a 
Wilson Se 
Burehenal I}. +82: 28 a 


The house was about to proceed to a 6th ballot, 
when Mr. Ingersoll noved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which, on yesterday, the honse had agreed 
to the amendment of Mr. Adams, striking out the 
21st rule. 

The house was in a ferment in a moment, and a 
question of order arose. 

The motion was entered on the journal, and will 
come up for consideration to-morrow. 

Mr. Adams, on leave, froin the select committee, 
to whom was referred that portion of the president’s 
inessage, relating to the fainily of the late president, 
reported a bill “for the relief of Mrs. Harrison, wi- 
dow of president Harrison.”” It was read twice and 
referred to a committee of the whole on the state of 
the union. The sum to be appropriated is left for 
the consideration of the house. 

The ballotiing for sergeant-at-arms was then re- 
sumed, ani on the 7th ballot, Mr. Townsend re- 
ceiving a majority of votes, was declared to have 
been duly elected. 

Mr. Hunt offered a resolution discharging the 
standing committees from all business appertaining 
to thein during the present session, except those 
whose duty it is to consider the several subjects re- 
ferred to in the president’s message. 

A motion was here made to adjourn, which pre- 











vailed; and, at half past 5, the house adjourned un- 
til 12 o’clock to morrow. 
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